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RECOMMENDED READING 

‣ MATTHEW 13:24-30, 36-43 - THE PARABLE OF THE TARES 

‣ NOTE: COL - TARES / 70-75  

‣ MATTHEW 13:47-50 - THE PARABLE OF THE NET 

‣ NOTE: COL - THE NET / 122,123 

 

CHRIST OBJECT LESSONS  

1 - THE TARES 

     " 'Another parable put He forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good 

seed in his field; but while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way. But when the 

blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also.' " - COL 70  

 

2 - THE FIELD, THE CHURCH 

     " 'The field,' Christ said, 'is the world.' But we must understand this as signifying the church of Christ in the world. The 

parable is a description of that which pertains to the kingdom of God, His work of salvation of men; and this work is 

accomplished through the church. True, the Holy Spirit has gone out into all the world; everywhere it is moving upon the 

hearts of men; but it is in the church that we are to grow and ripen for the garner of God." - COL 70  

 

3 - TRUTH vs. ERROR 

     " 'He that sowed the good seed is the Son of man. . . . The good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are 

the children of the wicked one.' The good seed represents those who are born of the word of God, the truth. The tares 

represent a class who are the fruit or embodiment of error, of false principles. 'The enemy that sowed them is the devil.' 

Neither God nor His angels ever sowed a seed that would produce a tare. The tares are always sown by Satan, the enemy 

of God and man." - COL 70,71  

4 - SATAN’S REVENGE 

     "In the East, men sometimes took revenge upon an enemy by strewing his newly sown fields with the seeds of some 

noxious weed that, while growing, closely resembled wheat. Springing up with the wheat, it injured the crop and brought 

trouble and loss to the owner of the field. So it is from enmity to Christ that Satan scatters his evil seed among the good 

grain of the kingdom. The fruit of his sowing he attributes to the Son of God. By bringing into the church those who bear 

Christ’s name while they deny His character, the wicked one causes that God shall be dishonored, the work of salvation 

misrepresented, and souls imperiled." - COL 71 

THE MOST EFFICIENT AGENTS OF SATAN 

     "As the storm approaches, a large class who have professed faith in the third angel’s message, but have not been 

sanctified through obedience to the truth, abandon their position and join the ranks of the opposition. By uniting with 

the world and partaking of its spirit, they have come to view matters in nearly the same light; and when the test is 

brought, they are prepared to choose the easy, popular side. Men of talent and pleasing address, who once rejoiced in 

the truth, employ their powers to deceive and mislead souls. They become the most bitter enemies of their former 

brethren. When Sabbathkeepers are brought before the courts to answer for their faith, these apostates are the most 

efficient agents of Satan to misrepresent and accuse them, and by false reports and insinuations to stir up the rulers 

against them.   

     "In this time of persecution the faith of the Lord’s servants will be tried." - GC 608 

 

5 - THE GRIEVING SERVANTS 

     "Christ’s servants are grieved as they see true and false believers mingled in the church. They long to do something to 

cleanse the church. Like the servants of the householder, they are ready to uproot the tares. But Christ says to them, 'Nay; 

lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. Let both grow together until the harvest.' " - COL 71 

 

• EZEKIEL 8,9 - SIGHING & CRYING FOR THE ABOMINATIONS DONE IN THE CHURCH  

 



2 
 

UNMISTAKABLE EVIDENCE 

     "In the time of the end the people of God will sigh and cry for the abominations done in the land. With tears they 

will warn the wicked of their danger in trampling upon the divine law, and with unutterable sorrow they will humble 

themselves before the Lord in penitence. The wicked will mock their sorrow and ridicule their solemn appeals. But 

the anguish and humiliation of God’s people is unmistakable evidence that they are regaining the strength and nobility 

of character lost in consequence of sin. It is because they are drawing nearer to Christ, because their eyes are fixed on 

His perfect purity, that they discern so clearly the exceeding sinfulness of sin. Meekness and lowliness are the 

conditions of success and victory. A crown of glory awaits those who bow at the foot of the cross." - PK 590 

PRAYERS ARISE IN BEHALF OF THE CHURCH 

    "At the time when the danger and depression of the church are greatest, the little company who are standing in the 

light will be sighing and crying for the abominations that are done in the land. But more especially will their prayers 

arise in behalf of the church because its members are doing after the manner of the world." - 5T 209,210  

 

DISTINGUISHED FROM THE REST OF THE WORLD 

     "In the time when His [God’s] wrath shall go forth in judgments, these humble, devoted followers of Christ will be 

distinguished from the rest of the world by their soul anguish, which is expressed in lamentation and weeping, 

reproofs and warnings.  While others try to throw a cloak over the existing evil, and excuse the great wickedness 

everywhere prevalent, those who have a zeal for God’s honor and a love for souls will not hold their peace to obtain 

favor of any. Their righteous souls are vexed day by day with the unholy works and conversation of the unrighteous. 

They are powerless to stop the rushing torrent of iniquity, and hence they are filled with grief and alarm.  They mourn 

before God to see religion despised in the very homes of those who have had great light. They lament and afflict their 

souls because pride, avarice, selfishness, and deception of almost every kind are in the church. The Spirit of God, 

which prompts to reproof, is trampled underfoot, while the servants of Satan triumph. God is dishonored, the truth 

made of none effect." - 5T 210,211  

 

LEFT WITHOUT THE SEAL OF GOD 

     "The class who do not feel grieved over their own spiritual declension, nor mourn over the sins of others, will be 

left without the seal of God." - 5T 211 

 

THOSE WHO RECEIVE THE SEAL OF GOD 

     "The seal of God will be placed upon the foreheads of those only who sigh and cry for the abominations done in 

the land." - 5T 212 

 

6 - JUDGE NOT,THAT YE BE NOT JUDGED 

     "Christ has plainly taught that those who persist in open sin must be separated from the church, but He has not 

committed to us the work of judging character and motive. He knows our nature too well to entrust this work to us. 

Should we try to uproot from the church those whom we suppose to be spurious Christians, we should be sure to make 

mistakes. Often we regard as hopeless subjects the very ones whom Christ is drawing to Himself.  Were we to deal with 

these souls according to our imperfect judgment, it would perhaps extinguish their last hope. Many who think themselves 

Christians will at last be found wanting. Many will be in heaven who their neighbors supposed would never enter there. 

Man judges from appearance, but God judges the heart. The tares and the wheat are to grow together until the harvest; and 

the harvest is the end of probationary time." - COL 71, 72  

 

‣ 1) THOSE WHO PERSIST IN OPEN SIN MUST BE DEALT WITH 

‣ 2) MATT. 7:1-5 - JUDGE THAT YE BE NOT JUDGED 

‣ 3) 1 SAMUEL 16 - SAMUEL ANOINTS DAVID KING / SEE VS. 7 
 

7 - THE LESSON OF FORBEARANCE & LOVE 

     "There is in the Saviour’s words another lesson, a lesson of wonderful forbearance and tender love. As the tares have 

their roots closely intertwined with those of the good grain, so false brethren in the church may be closely linked with true 

disciples. The real character of these pretended believers is not fully manifested. Were they to be separated from the 

church, others might be caused to stumble, who but for this would have remained steadfast." - COL 72  



3 
 

 

8 - GOD’S DEALINGS WITH MEN & ANGELS 

     "The teaching of this parable is illustrated in God’s own dealing with men and angels. Satan is a deceiver. When he 

sinned in heaven, even the loyal angels did not fully discern his character.  This was why God did not at once destroy 

Satan.  Had He done so, the holy angels would not have perceived the justice and love of God. A doubt of God’s goodness 

would have been as evil seed that would yield the bitter fruit of sin and woe. Therefore the author of evil was spared, fully 

to develop his character.  Through long ages God has borne the anguish of beholding the work of evil, He has given the 

infinite Gift of Calvary, rather than leave any to be deceived by the misrepresentations of the wicked one; for the tares 

could not be plucked up without danger of uprooting the precious grain. And shall we not be as forbearing toward our 

fellow men as the Lord of heaven and earth is toward Satan?" - COL 72 

 

‣ REV. 12:7-9 - WAR IN HEAVEN  

‣ ISA.14:12-15 - SATAN’S REBELLION 

‣ REV. 12:4a - SATAN’S TAIL DREW A THIRD OF THE STARS - ISA. 9:15 - TAIL = LIE 

‣ NOTE: READ SR 17 
 

WAR IN HEAVEN 

     "The great God could at once have hurled this archdeceiver from heaven; but this was not His purpose. He would 

give the rebellious an equal chance to measure strength and might with His own Son and His loyal angels. In this 

battle every angel would choose his own side and be manifested to all…. If God had exercised His power to punish 

this chief rebel, disaffected angels would not have been manifested; hence, God took another course, for He would 

manifest distinctly to all the heavenly host His justice and His judgment." - SR 17 

 

9 - DON’T BECOME DISHEARTENED 

     "The world has no right to doubt the truth of Christianity because there are unworthy members in the church, nor 

should Christians become disheartened because of these false brethren.  How was it with the early church? Ananias and 

Sapphira joined themselves to the disciples. Simon Magus was baptized. Demas, who forsook Paul, had been counted a 

believer. Judas Iscariot was numbered with the apostles.  The Redeemer does not want to lose one soul; His experience 

with Judas is recorded to show His long patience with perverse human nature; and He bids us bear with it as He has borne. 

He has said that false brethren will be found in the church till the close of time." - COL 72, 73 

 

‣ 2 PETER 3:8-15a - GOD IS NOT WILLING THAT ANY SHOULD PERISH  

‣ READ MH 493 

‣ TM 32-62 - THE REMNANT CHURCH NOT BABYLON / A LIVING CHURCH 45-48 

‣ THE SDA CHURCH IS NOT BABYLON! 

‣ PERSEVERE, DON’T GIVE UP!  
 

     "Not all who profess to be workers for Christ are true disciples. Among those who bear His name, and who are 

even numbered with His workers, are some who do not represent Him in character. They are not governed by His 

principles. These persons are often a cause of perplexity and discouragement to their fellow workers who are young in 

Christian experience; but none need be misled. Christ has given us a perfect example. He bids us follow Him.  

     "Till the end of time there will be tares among the wheat. When the servants of the householder, in their zeal for 

his honor, asked permission to root out the tares, the master said: 'Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up 

also the wheat with them. Let both grow together until the harvest.' Matthew 13:29, 30. 

     "In His mercy and long-suffering, God bears patiently with the perverse and even the falsehearted. Among Christ’s 

chosen apostles was Judas the traitor.  Should it then be a cause of surprise or discouragement that there are 

falsehearted ones among His workers today?  If He who reads the heart could bear with him who He knew was to be 

His betrayer, with what patience should we bear with those at fault.   

     "And not all, even of those who appear most faulty, are like Judas. Peter, impetuous, hasty, and self-confident, 

often appeared to far greater disadvantage than Judas did. He was oftener reproved by the Saviour. But what a life of 

service and sacrifice was his! What a testimony does it bear to the power of God’s grace! So far as we are capable, we 

are to be to others what Jesus was to His disciples when He walked and talked with them on the earth." - MH 493 
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A LIVING CHURCH 

     "Has God no living church? He has a church, but it is the church militant, not the church triumphant. We are sorry 

that there are defective members, that there are tares amid the wheat…  

     "In the parable of the wheat and the tares, we see the reason why the tares were not to be plucked up; it was lest the 

wheat be rooted up with the tares. Human opinion and judgment would make grave mistakes. But rather than have a 

mistake made, and one single blade of wheat rooted up, the Master says, 'Let both grow together until the harvest;' 

then the angels will gather out the tares, which will be appointed to destruction.  Although in our churches, that claim 

to believe advanced truth, there are those who are faulty and erring, as tares among the wheat, God is long-suffering 

and patient. He reproves and warns the erring, but He does not destroy those who are long in learning the lesson He 

would teach them; He does not uproot the tares from the wheat. Tares and wheat are to grow together till the harvest; 

when the wheat comes to its full growth and development, and because of its character when ripened, it will be fully 

distinguished from the tares.  

     "The church of Christ on earth will be imperfect, but God does not destroy His church because of its imperfection. 

There have been and will be those who are filled with zeal not according to knowledge, who would purify the church, 

and uproot the tares from the midst of the wheat. But Christ has given special light as to how to deal with those who 

are erring, and with those who are unconverted in the church. There is to be no spasmodic, zealous, hasty action taken 

by church members in cutting off those they may think defective in character.  Tares will appear among the wheat; but 

it would do more harm to weed out the tares, unless in God’s appointed way, than to leave them alone. While the Lord 

brings into the church those who are truly converted, Satan at the same time brings persons who are not converted into 

its fellowship. While Christ is sowing the good seed, Satan is sowing the tares. There are two opposing influences 

continually exerted on the members of the church. One influence is working for the purification of the church, and the 

other for the corrupting of the people of God." - TM 45, 46 

 

JUDAS GIVEN OPPORTUNITIES 

     "Jesus knew that Judas was defective in character, but notwithstanding this, He accepted him as one of the 

disciples, and gave him the same opportunities and privileges that He gave to the others whom He had chosen.  Judas 

was left without excuse in the evil course he afterward pursued. Judas might have become a doer of the word, as were 

eventually Peter and James and John and the other disciples. Jesus gave precious lessons of instruction, so that those 

who were associated with Him might have been converted, and have no need of clinging to the defects that marred 

their characters." - TM 46, 47 

 

THE CHURCH NOT PERFECT 

     "Some people seem to think that upon entering the church they will have their expectations fulfilled, and meet only 

with those who are pure and perfect. They are zealous in their faith, and when they see faults in church members, they 

say, 'We left the world in order to have no association with evil characters, but the evil is here also;' and they ask, as 

did the servants in the parable, 'From whence then hath it tares?'  But we need not be thus disappointed, for the Lord 

has not warranted us in coming to the conclusion that the church is perfect; and all our zeal will not be successful in 

making the church militant as pure as the church triumphant. The Lord forbids us to proceed in any violent way 

against those whom we think erring, and we are not to deal out excommunications and denunciations to those who are 

faulty.  

     "Finite man is likely to misjudge character, but God does not leave the work of judgment and pronouncing upon 

character to those who are not fitted for it. We are not to say what constitutes the wheat, and what the tares. The time 

of the harvest will fully determine the character of the two classes specified under the figure of the tares and the 

wheat. The work of separation is given to the angels of God, and not committed into the hands of any man. False 

doctrine is one of the satanic influences that work in the church, and brings into it those who are unconverted in heart. 

Men do not obey the words of Jesus Christ, and thus seek for unity in faith, spirit, and doctrine. They do not labor for 

the unity of spirit for which Christ prayed, which would make the testimony of Christ’s disciples effective in 

convincing the world that God had sent His Son into the world, 'that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, 

but have everlasting life.' If the unity for which Christ prayed existed among the people of God, they would bear 

living testimony, would send forth a bright light to shine amid the moral darkness of the world." - TM 47, 48 

 

 

 



5 
 

 

BABYLON 

A PERFECT BABYLON 

     "The house of God is often desecrated by Sabbath-keepers' children. Their parents allow them to run about the 

house, play, talk, take the attention of the people, and manifest their evil tempers in the very meetings where they 

have assembled to worship God.  I have seen that in the assembly of the saints a holy stillness should reign. But the 

house where God’s people assemble is often made a perfect babylon, a place of confusion and disorder." - 2SG 289 

 

THE MEANING OF “BABYLON” 

     "The term 'Babylon' is derived from 'Babel,' and signifies confusion. It is employed in Scripture to designate the 

various forms of false or apostate religion." - GC 381 

 

THE WINE OF ERROR 

     "We are not to think that the chosen ones of God who are trying to walk in the light, compose Babylon. The fallen 

denominational churches are Babylon.  Babylon has been fostering poisonous doctrines, the wine of error. This wine 

of error is made up of false doctrines, such as the natural immortality of the soul, the eternal torment of the wicked, 

the denial of the pre-existence of Christ prior to His birth in Bethlehem, and advocating and exalting the first day of 

the week above God’s holy, sanctified day." - RH, Sept. 12, 1893    

 

CONVERTING THE CHURCH INTO BABYLON 

     "The whole chapter (Revelation 18) shows that Babylon that has fallen is the churches who will not receive the 

messages of warning the Lord has given in the first, second, and third angels’ messages. They refused the truth and 

accepted a lie. They refused the messages of truth… Anyone who reads this chapter need not be deceived.   

     "How Satan would exult to have a message go broadcast that the only people whom God has made the repositories 

of His law are the ones to whom this message applies. The wine of Babylon is the exalting of the false and spurious 

sabbath above the Sabbath which the Lord Jehovah hath blessed and sanctified for the use of man, also [it is] the 

immortality of the soul. These kindred heresies, and the rejection of the truth, convert the church into Babylon." - 2SM 

68  

 

GOD’S CHURCH ON EARTH 

" 'God has a church upon the earth who are His chosen people, who keep His commandments. He is leading, not stray 

offshoots, not one here and one there, but a people. The truth is a sanctifying power; but the church militant is not the 

church triumphant. There are tares among the wheat… The gospel net draws not only good fish, but bad ones as well, 

and the Lord only knows who are His.  

     " '…We are not to think that the chosen ones of God who are trying to walk in the light compose Babylon. The 

fallen denominational churches are Babylon. Babylon has been fostering poisonous doctrines, the wine of error. This 

wine of error is made up of false doctrines, such as the natural immortality of the soul, the eternal torment of the 

wicked, the denial of the pre-existence of Christ prior to His birth in Bethlehem, and advocating and exalting the first 

day of the week above God’s holy and sanctified day' ". - RH, SEPT. 12, 1893 

 

MESSAGE TO THE LAODICEANS 

     "God is leading out a people. He has a chosen people, a church on the earth, whom He has made the depositaries of 

His law. He has committed to them sacred trust and eternal truth to be given to the world.  He would reprove and 

correct them. The message to the Laodiceans is applicable to Seventh-day Adventists who have had great light and 

have not walked in the light. It is those who have made great profession, but have not kept in step with their Leader, 

that will be spewed out of His mouth unless they repent. The message to pronounce the Seventh-Day Adventist 

Church Babylon, and call the people of God out of her, does not come from any heavenly messenger, or any human 

agent inspired by the Spirit of God." - 2SM 66 

 

OPPOSED TO SUCH A MESSAGE 

     "The Lord has not given you a message to call the Seventh-day Adventists Babylon, and to call the people of God 

to come out of her. All the reasons you may present cannot have weight with me on this subject, because the Lord has 

given me decided light that is opposed to such a message." - 2SM 63  
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THE CHURCH NOT TO BE BROKEN UP 

     "Again I say, The Lord hath not spoken by any messenger who calls the church that keeps the commandments of 

God, Babylon. True, there are tares with the wheat; but Christ said He would send His angels to first gather the tares 

and bind them in bundles to burn them, but gather the wheat into the garner. I know that the Lord loves His church. It 

is not to be disorganized or broken up into independent atoms. There is not the least consistency in this; there is not 

the least evidence that such a thing will be. Those who shall heed this false message and try to leaven others will be 

deceived and prepared to receive advanced delusions, and they will come to nought.    

     "There is in some of the members of the church, pride, self-sufficiency, stubborn unbelief, and a refusing to yield 

their ideas, although evidence may be piled upon evidence which makes the message to the Laodicean church 

applicable. But that will not blot out the church that it will not exist. Let both tares and wheat grow together until the 

harvest. Then it is the angels that do the work of separation." - 2SM 68, 69   

 

THE WINE OF BABYLON 

Revelation 18:1, 2 QUOTED "This is the same message that was given by the second angel. Babylon is fallen, 

'because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication' (Revelation 14:8). What is that wine?--

Her false doctrines. She has given to the world a false sabbath instead of the Sabbath of the fourth commandment, and 

has repeated the falsehood that Satan first told Eve in Eden--the natural immortality of the soul. Many kindred errors 

she has spread far and wide, 'teaching for doctrines the commandments of men' (Matthew 15:9)." - RH, DEC. 6, 1892   

 

10 - THE SPIRIT OF PERSECUTION 

     "Notwithstanding Christ’s warning, men have sought to uproot the tares. To punish those who were supposed to be 

evildoers, the church has had recourse to the civil power.  Those who differed from the established doctrines have been 

imprisoned, put to torture and to death, at the instigation of men who claimed to be acting under the sanction of Christ. 

But it is the spirit of Satan, not the Spirit of Christ, that inspires such acts. This is Satan’s own method of bringing the 

world under his dominion. God has been misrepresented through the church by this way of dealing with those supposed to 

be heretics." - COL 74 

 

‣ DAN. 7:25   

‣ DAN. 11:31b-40a - THE KING OF THE NORTH / 1260 YEARS  

‣ REV. 13:7  

‣ LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE  

‣ GALATIANS 4:28,29  
 

GEORGE WASHINGTON 

     “Any man, conducting himself as a good citizen and being accountable to God alone for his religious opinions, 

ought to be protected in worshiping the Deity according to the dictates of his own conscience.” - Reply to the United 

Baptist Churches of Virginia 

 

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 

     “When a Religion is good, I conceive that it will support itself; and, when it cannot support itself, and God does 

not take care to support, so that its Professors are oblig’d to call for the help of the Civil Power, it is a sign, I 

apprehend, of its being a bad one” - Liberty, Vol.5, No.2 - 1910 

 

JAMES MADISON 

     “Religion is not in the purview of human government. Religion is essentially distinct from civil government, and 

exempt from its cognizance; a connection between them is injurious to both.” – Letter to Edward Everett, 1823 

 

JOHN WESLEY 

“Condemn no man for not thinking as you think: Let every one enjoy the full and free liberty of thinking for himself: 

Let every man use his own judgment, since every man must give an account of himself to God.  Abhor every 

approach, in any kind or degree, to the spirit of persecution. If you cannot reason or persuade a man into the truth, 
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never attempt to force him into it.  If love will not compel him to come in, leave him to God, the Judge of all.” - The 

Works of John Wesley, Vol.4, pg.421 - 1826 Ed. 

 

THOMAS JEFFERSON 

     “Almighty God hath created the mind to be free; all attempts to influence it by temporal punishments or burdens, 

or by civil incapacitations, tend only to beget habits of hypocrisy and meanness, and are a departure from the plan of 

the holy Author of our religion, who being Lord both of body and mind, yet chose not to propagate it by coercions on 

either, as was in His almighty power to do.” - Act for Establishing Religious Freedom in Virginia, 1785 

 

PATRICK HENRY 

     “That religion, or the duty we owe our Creator, and the manner of discharging it, can be directed only by reason 

and conviction, and not by force or violence; and, therefore, that all men should enjoy the fullest toleration in the 

exercise of religion, according to the dictates of conscience, and unpunished and unrestrained by the magistrate.” - 

Tyler’s “Patrick Henry,” p. 183, 184 

 

11 - HUMILITY & DISTRUST OF SELF 

     "Not judgment and condemnation of others, but humility and distrust of self, is the teaching of Christ’s parable. Not all 

that is sown in the field is good grain. The fact that men are in the church does not prove them Christians." - COL 74  

 

12 - THE TARES RESEMBLE THE WHEAT 

     "The tares closely resembled the wheat while the blades were green; but when the field was white for the harvest, the 

worthless weeds bore no likeness to the wheat that bowed under the weight of its full, ripe heads.  Sinners who make a 

pretension of piety mingle for a time with the true followers of Christ, and the semblance of Christianity is calculated to 

deceive many; but in the harvest of the world there will be no likeness between good and evil. Then those who have 

joined the church, but who have not joined Christ, will be manifest." - COL 74 

 

THE HIDDEN ONES WILL BE DISCLOSED TO VIEW 

     "The days are fast approaching when there will be great perplexity and confusion. Satan, clothed in angel robes, 

will deceive, if possible, the very elect. There will be gods many and lords many. Every wind of doctrine will be 

blowing. Those who have rendered supreme homage to “science falsely so called” will not be the leaders then.  Those 

who have trusted to intellect, genius, or talent will not then stand at the head of rank and file. They did not keep pace 

with the light. Those who have proved themselves unfaithful will not then be entrusted with the flock. In the last 

solemn work few great men will be engaged. They are self-sufficient, independent of God, and He cannot use them.  

The Lord has faithful servants, who in the shaking, testing time will be disclosed to view. There are precious ones 

now hidden who have not bowed the knee to Baal. They have not had the light which has been shining in a 

concentrated blaze upon you. But it may be under a rough and uninviting exterior the pure brightness of a genuine 

Christian character will be revealed. In the day time we look toward heaven but do not see the stars. They are there, 

fixed in the firmament, but the eye cannot distinguish them. In the night we behold their genuine luster.  

     "The time is not far distant when the test will come to every soul. The mark of the beast will be urged upon us. 

Those who have step by step yielded to worldly demands and conformed to worldly customs will not find it a hard 

matter to yield to the powers that be, rather than subject themselves to derision, insult, threatened imprisonment, and 

death. The contest is between the commandments of God and the commandments of men.  In this time the gold will 

be separated from the dross in the church. True godliness will be clearly distinguished from the appearance and tinsel 

of it. Many a star that we have admired for its brilliancy will then go out in darkness. Chaff like a cloud will be borne 

away on the wind, even from places where we see only floors of rich wheat. All who assume the ornaments of the 

sanctuary, but are not clothed with Christ’s righteousness, will appear in the shame of their own nakedness.  

     "When trees without fruit are cut down as cumberers of the ground, when multitudes of false brethren are 

distinguished from the true, then the hidden ones will be revealed to view, and with hosannas range under the banner 

of Christ. Those who have been timid and self-distrustful will declare themselves openly for Christ and His truth.  The 

most weak and hesitating in the church will be as David--willing to do and dare. The deeper the night for God’s 

people, the more brilliant the stars. Satan will sorely harass the faithful; but, in the name of Jesus, they will come off 

more than conquerors. Then will the church of Christ appear 'fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army 

with banners.' " - 5T 80-82 
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IN TIMES OF TRIAL THE DIFFERENCE IS EASLY DISCERNED 

     "In summer there is no noticeable difference between evergreens and other trees; but when the blasts of winter 

come, the evergreens are fresh and green, while other trees are stripped of their foliage. Just so it is with professed 

Christians. 

When no particular test is brought to bear upon them, we may not be able to distinguish between the true Christian 

and the hypocrite; but in times of trial and temptation the difference is easily discerned, for the source of the 

Christian’s strength is made manifest. There are two classes of builders. One class are building on a foundation of 

sliding sand; the other, on the eternal Rock, and the winds blow and the tempests beat against this foundation in vain." 

- ST, May 22, 1884  

 

 

13 - CHARACTER DECIDES DESTINY 

     "The tares are permitted to grow among the wheat, to have all the advantage of sun and shower; but in the time of 

harvest ye shall “return, and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between him that serveth God and him that 

serveth Him not.” Malachi 3:18.  Christ Himself will decide who are worthy to dwell with the family of heaven. He will 

judge every man according to his words and his works. Profession is as nothing in the scale. It is character that decides 

destiny." - COL 74 

 

CHARACTER 

ONE SUBJECT WILL PREVAIL 

"The end is near! We have not a moment to lose! Light is to shine forth from God’s people in clear, distinct rays, 

bringing Jesus before the churches and before the world.... One interest will prevail, one subject will swallow up 

every other,--Christ our righteousness." - RH, December 23, 1890   

 

WHO WILL MOST RESEMBLE CHRIST? 

"The words are ringing in my ears: “Draw together, draw together.” The solemn, sacred truth for this time is to 

unify the people of God. The desire for pre-eminence must die. One subject of emulation must swallow up all others--

who will most nearly resemble Christ in character? who will most entirely hide self in Jesus?" - 6T 42 

 

NO HIGHER WORK 

"No higher work was ever committed to mortals than the shaping of character." - CG 163 / ST JULY 13, 1888 

 

THE MOST IMPORTANT WORK 

"Character building is the most important work ever entrusted to human beings; and never before was its diligent 

study so important as now." - ED 225 

 

BUILDING CHARACTER 

"God expects us to build characters in accordance with the pattern set before us. We are to lay brick by brick, 

adding grace to grace, finding our weak points and correcting them in accordance with the directions given.  When a 

crack is seen in the walls of a mansion, we know that something about the building is wrong. In our character 

building, cracks are often seen. Unless these defects are remedied, the house will fall when the tempest of trial beats 

upon it." - CG 165 / YI, OCT. 25, 1900 - LOOK UP STATEMENT!!! 

 

THE ONLY TREASURE THAT MATTERS 

"A character formed according to the divine likeness is the only treasure that we can take from this world to the next." 

- COL 332 

 

TRUE CHARACTER 

"Mental ability and genius are not character, for these are often possessed by those who have the very opposite of 

a good character. Reputation is not character. True character is a quality of the soul, revealing itself in the conduct."- 

CG 161   

 

THE STRENGTH OF CHARACTER 

"Strength of character consists of two things--power of will and power of self-control." - CG 161 
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HOW CHARACTER IS FORMED 

"Character does not come by chance. It is not determined by one outburst of temper, one step in the wrong 

direction. It is the repetition of the act that causes it to become habit, and molds the character either for good or for 

evil.  Right characters can be formed only by persevering, untiring effort, by improving every entrusted talent and 

capability to the glory of God. Instead of doing this, many allow themselves to drift wherever impulse or 

circumstances may carry them. This is not because they are lacking in good material, but because they do not realize 

that in their youth God wants them to do their very best." - CG 164 / YI, JULY 24, 1899  

 

CHARACTER A WORK OF A LIFETIME 

"The formation of character is the work of a lifetime, and it is for eternity. If all could realize this, if they would 

awake to the thought that we are individually deciding our own destiny for eternal life or eternal ruin, what a change 

would take place! How differently would this probationary time be occupied, and what different characters would fill 

our world!" - YI, FEB. 19, 1903   

 

WHAT YOU SOW IS WHAT YOU REAP 

"The harvest of life is character, and it is this that determines destiny, both for this life and for the life to come. 

The harvest is a reproduction of the seed sown. Every seed yields fruit after its kind. So it is with the traits of 

character we cherish.  Selfishness, self-love, self-esteem, self-indulgence, reproduce themselves; and the end is 

wretchedness and ruin. “He that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit 

shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.” Galatians 6:8. Love, sympathy, and kindness yield fruitage of blessing, a 

harvest that is imperishable." - ED 109   

 

14 - THE TARES TO BE BOUND IN BUNDLES 

"The Saviour does not point forward to a time when all the tares become wheat. The wheat and tares grow together 

until the harvest, the end of the world. Then the tares are bound in bundles to be burned, and the wheat is gathered into the 

garner of God.  'Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father.' Then 'the Son of man shall 

send forth His angels, and they shall gather out of His kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity; and 

shall cast them into a furnace of fire; there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.' " - COL 75 

 

‣ NAHUM 1:9 - AFFLICTION SHALL NOT RISE UP A SECOND TIME 

‣ REV. 21:1,4 - NEW HEAVENS & A NEW EARTH  
 


