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THE SHAKING 

‣ NEHEMIAH 5:1-13 - THE SIN OF USURY NOTE: VS.11-13 – NEHEMIAH'S ANSWER 

‣ HEBREWS 12:25-27 - THE SHAKING  

‣ MATTHEW 7:24-27; LUKE 6:46-49 

‣ LUKE 22:31,32a – SATAN'S DESIRE 

‣ READ SOP STATEMENTS 

 

THE SHAKING TESTS & PROVES GOD'S PEOPLE 

" 'For, lo, I will command, and I will sift the house of Israel among all nations, like as corn is sifted in a sieve, yet shall 

not the least grain fall upon the earth.'  

"God is now testing and proving His people. Character is being developed. Angels are weighing moral worth, and 

keeping a faithful record of all the acts of the children of men. Among God's professed people are corrupt hearts; but they 

will be tested and proved. That God who reads the hearts of everyone, will bring to light hidden things of darkness where 

they are often least suspected, that stumbling blocks which have hindered the progress of truth may be removed, and God 

have a clean and holy people to declare His statutes and judgments.    

"The Captain of our salvation leads His people on step by step, purifying and fitting them for translation, and leaving 

in the rear those who are disposed to draw off from the body, who are not willing to be led, and are satisfied with their 

own righteousness. . .Those who are walking in church capacity and trying to serve God, may for a time be annoyed with 

those among them who are not right, and who have been shown me as self-righteous and pharisaical; but if they are 

patient, and walk humbly before God, earnestly praying for His power and Spirit, they will advance, and those who are 

unsound in the faith will be left behind." - 1T 332, 333   

 

GOD IS PURIFYING & PROVING HIS PEOPLE 

"I saw that God is purifying and proving His people. He will refine them as gold, until the dross is consumed and His 

image is reflected in them. All have not that spirit of self-denial and that willingness to endure hardness and to suffer for 

the truth's sake, which God requires. Their wills are not subdued; they have not consecrated themselves wholly to God, 

seeking no greater pleasure than to do His will.  Ministers and people lack spirituality and true godliness. Everything is to 

be shaken that can be shaken. God's people will be brought into most trying positions, and all must be settled, rooted, and 

grounded in the truth, or their steps will surely slide. If God comforts and nourishes the soul with His inspiring presence, 

they can endure, though the way may be dark and thorny." - 1T 355 

 

CHARACTER IS BEING DEVELOPED 

"I saw that we are now in the shaking time. Satan is working with all his power to wrest souls from the hand of Christ 

and cause them to trample underfoot the Son of God.  An angel slowly and emphatically repeated these words: 'Of how 

much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden underfoot the Son of God, and hath 

counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of 

grace?'  Character is being developed. Angels of God are weighing moral worth. God is testing and proving His people. 

These words were presented to me by the angel: 'Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, 

in departing from the living God. But exhort one another daily, while it is called today; lest any of you be hardened 

through the deceitfulness of sin. For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast 

unto the end.' " - 1T 429  

 

THOSE WHO DO NOT TAKE A BOLD STAND FOR THE TRUTH ARE SHAKEN OUT 

"The mighty shaking has commenced and will go on, and all will be shaken out who are not willing to take a bold and 

unyielding stand for the truth and to sacrifice for God and His cause. The angel said, 'Think ye that any will be compelled 

to sacrifice? No, no. It must be a freewill offering. It will take all to buy the field.' " - EW 50  

 

SELFISH, COVETOUS PEOPLE WILL FALL OUT 

"I saw that God is greatly displeased with the least manifestation of selfishness on the part of His professed people, 

for whom Jesus spared not His own precious life.  Every selfish, covetous person will fall out by the way. Like Judas, who 

sold his Lord, they will sell good principles and a noble, generous disposition for a little of earth's gain. All such will be 

sifted out from God's people.  Those who want heaven must, with all the energy which they possess, be encouraging the 

principles of heaven. Instead of withering up with selfishness, their souls should be expanding with benevolence. Every 
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opportunity should be improved in doing good to one another and thus cherishing the principles of heaven. Jesus was 

presented to me as the perfect pattern. His life was without selfish interest, but ever marked with disinterested 

benevolence." - EW 268, 269 

 

THE JEALOUS & FAULTFINDING WILL BE SHAKEN OUT 

"All who wish to draw off from the body will have opportunity. Something will arise to test everyone. The great 

sifting time is just before us. The jealous and the faultfinding, who are watching for evil, will be shaken out. They hate 

reproof and despise correction." - 1T 251 

 

THE DISOBEDIENT IN WORD OR DEED WILL BE SHAKEN OUT 

"We are in the shaking time, the time when everything that can be shaken will be shaken. The Lord will not excuse 

those who know the truth if they do not in word and deed obey His commands." - 6T 332 

 

THOSE WHO LIVE THE PRAYER OF UNITY WILL STAND THE TEST 

"The time has come when everything that can be shaken will be shaken. We are in the shaking time. Be assured that 

only those who live the prayer of Christ for unity among His disciples, working it out in practical life, will stand the test." 

- RH, June 18, 1901 

 

THOSE WHO LEAVE SHOULD NOT DISCOURAGE US 

"We are coming to a crisis, and I am in terror for our souls. Why is it that we find men leaving the faith? Are we in a 

position where we shall know what we believe, and shall not be shaken out? That souls leave the truth should not 

discourage us in the least, but only make us seek more earnestly for the blessing of God.  It is not the education, or the 

talents, or the position of men, that is to save them. We are to be kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation. 

How do you stand before God today? The question is not, How will you stand in the day of trouble, or at some future 

time? but how is it with your soul today?" - RH, April 9, 1889 

 

THE SHAKING REVEALS THE HIDDEN ONES TO VIEW 

". . .But the days of purification of the church are hastening on apace. God will have a people pure and true. In the 

mighty sifting soon to take place we shall be better able to measure the strength of Israel. The signs reveal that the time is 

near when the Lord will manifest that His fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly purge His floor.   

"The days are fast approaching when there will be great perplexity and confusion. Satan, clothed in angel robes, will 

deceive, if possible, the very elect. There will be gods many and lords many. Every wind of doctrine will be blowing. 

Those who have rendered supreme homage to 'science falsely so called' will not be the leaders then. Those who have 

trusted to intellect, genius, or talent will not then stand at the head of rank and file. They did not keep pace with the light. 

Those who have proved themselves unfaithful will not then be entrusted with the flock. In the last solemn work few great 

men will be engaged. They are self-sufficient, independent of God, and He cannot use them. The Lord has faithful 

servants, who in the shaking, testing time will be disclosed to view. There are precious ones now hidden who have not 

bowed the knee to Baal. They have not had the light which has been shining in a concentrated blaze upon you. But it may 

be under a rough and uninviting exterior the pure brightness of a genuine Christian character will be revealed. In the day 

time we look toward heaven but do not see the stars. They are there, fixed in the firmament, but the eye cannot distinguish 

them. In the night we behold their genuine luster.  

"The time is not far distant when the test will come to every soul. The mark of the beast will be urged upon us. Those 

who have step by step yielded to worldly demands and conformed to worldly customs will not find it a hard matter to 

yield to the powers that be, rather than subject themselves to derision, insult, threatened imprisonment, and death. The 

contest is between the commandments of God and the commandments of men. In this time the gold will be separated from 

the dross in the church. True godliness will be clearly distinguished from the appearance and tinsel of it. Many a star that 

we have admired for its brilliancy will then go out in darkness. Chaff like a cloud will be borne away on the wind, even 

from places where we see only floors of rich wheat. All who assume the ornaments of the sanctuary, but are not clothed 

with Christ's righteousness, will appear in the shame of their own nakedness.  

"When trees without fruit are cut down as cumberers of the ground, when multitudes of false brethren are 

distinguished from the true, then the hidden ones will be revealed to view, and with hosannas range under the banner of 

Christ. Those who have been timid and self-distrustful will declare themselves openly for Christ and His truth. The most 

weak and hesitating in the church will be as David--willing to do and dare. The deeper the night for God's people, the 

more brilliant the stars. Satan will sorely harass the faithful; but, in the name of Jesus, they will come off more than 
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conquerors. Then will the church of Christ appear 'fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with  

banners.' " 5T 80-82   

MANY WILL BE PURGED WHO DO NOT PRACTICE THE TRUTH 

"A theoretical knowledge of the truth is essential. But the knowledge of the greatest truth will not save us; own 

knowledge must be practical. God's people must not only know his will, but they must practice it. Many will be purged 

out from the numbers of those who know the truth, because they are not sanctified by it. The truth must be brought into 

their hearts, sanctifying and cleansing them from all earthliness and sensuality in the most private life. The soul temple 

must be cleansed." - RH, May 24, 1887 

 

MANY WILL BE AS CHAFF, NO VALUE 

" 'I know thy works' (not thy profession), says the True Witness. God is now sifting His people, testing their purposes 

and their motives. Many will be but as chaff--no wheat, no value in them." - 4T 51   

 

CHRIST WILL SIFT HIS PEOPLE AGAIN & AGAIN 

"Christ sifted His followers again and again, until at one time there remained only eleven and a few faithful women to 

lay the foundation of the Christian church." - 5T 130 

 

COMPANY AFTER COMPANY SHAKEN OUT & TRIBE AFTER TRIBE COME IN 

"In vision I saw two armies in terrible conflict. One army was led by banners bearing the world's insignia; the other 

was led by the bloodstained banner of Prince Immanuel. Standard after standard was left to trail in the dust as company 

after company from the Lord's army joined the foe and tribe after tribe from the ranks of the enemy united with the 

commandment-keeping people of God." - 8T 41   

 

A WINNOWING PROCESS IN EVERY CHURCH 

"The Lord is soon to come; there must be a refining, winnowing process in every church, for there are among us 

wicked men who do not love the truth. There is need of a transformation of character. Will the church arise and put on her 

beautiful garments, the righteousness of Christ? It is soon to be seen who are vessels unto honor." - RH, March 19, 1895 

 

OUR RANKS WILL NOT BE DIMINISHED 

"We are now living in the last days, when the truth must be spoken, when in reproof and warning it must be given to 

the world, irrespective of consequences. If there are some who will become offended and turn from the truth, we must 

bear in mind that there were those who did the same in Christ's day. When the greatest Teacher the world has ever known 

spoke the truth, many of His disciples became offended and walked no more with Him.  

"But truth will bear away the victory. Those who will maintain the truth, irrespective of consequences, will offend 

some whose hearts are not in harmony with the truth as it is in Jesus. These persons cherish theories of their own, which 

are not the truth. The truth does not harmonize with their sentiments, and rather than give up their own ideas, they walk 

away from those who obey the truth. But there are men who will receive the truth, and these will take the places made 

vacant by those who become offended and leave the truth.  

" 'They went out from us, but they were not of us' [1 John 2:19]. Men of true Christian principle will take their place, 

and will become faithful, trustworthy householders, to advocate the Word of God in its true bearings and in its simplicity. 

The Lord will work so that the disaffected ones will be separated from the true and loyal ones. Those who, like Cornelius, 

will fear God and glorify Him, will take their places. The ranks will not be diminished. Those who are firm and true will 

close up the vacancies that are made by those who become offended and apostatize." - 13MR 10, 11  

 

NOT ONE IN TWENTY ARE PREPARED 

"It is a solemn statement that I make to the church, that not one in twenty whose names are registered upon the church 

books are prepared to close their earthly history, and would be as verily without God and without hope in the world as the 

common sinner. "- ChS 41 / GCDB, FEB. 4, 1893 

 

 

THREE PHASES OF THE SHAKING & SIFTING 

‣ HERESIES & APOSTASY 

‣ THE STRAIGHT TESTIMONY 
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‣ PERSECUTION, TRIALS & AFFLICTION 
 

1.  HERESIES & APOSTASY 

 
HERESIES 

‣ 1 TIMOTHY 4:1,2 - DOCTRINES OF DEVILS 

‣ 1 CORINTHIANS 11:19 - HERESIES AMOUNG YOU 

‣ 2 TIMOTHY 4:1-5 - TURNED UNTO FABLES 

‣ 2 PETER 2:1-3 - DAMNABLE HERESIES 

‣ EPHESIANS 4:8-14 - THE GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT  NOTE: VS.14 - WINDS OF DOCTRINE 

‣ EZEKIEL 8,9 - THE GREAT ABOMINATIONS OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL                                              

NOTE: EZEKIEL 8:16 – "WORSHIPPED THE SUN" 

 

ERROR REPLACES THE TRUTH 

"In the days of the apostles the most foolish heresies were presented as truth. History has been and will 

repeated. There will always be those who, though apparently conscientious, will grasp at the shadow, preferring it 

to the substance. They take error in the place of truth, because error is clothed with a new garment, which they 

think covers something wonderful. But let the covering be removed, and nothingness appears." - RH, Feb. 5, 1901   

 

GOD'S PEOPLE MUST BE ROOTED & GROUNDED IN THE TRUTH 

"We must not have a sensational religion, which has no root in truth. Solid instruction must be given to the 

people upon the reasons of our faith. They must be educated to a far greater extent than they have been in the 

doctrines of the Bible, and especially in the practical lessons that Jesus gave to His disciples. The believers must 

be impressed with their great need of Bible knowledge.  There must be painstaking effort to fasten in the minds of 

all, the solid arguments of the truth; for everyone will be tested, and those who are rooted and grounded in the 

work of God will be unmoved by the heresies that will arise on all sides; but if any neglect to obtain the necessary 

preparation, they will be swept away by errors that have the appearance of truth." - GW 228, 229 (1892)  

 

OUR ENEMIES MAY TRUMPH BUT GOD'S PEOPLE WILL NOT BE MOVED 

" 'Souls around us must be aroused and saved, or they perish. Not a moment have we to lose. We all have an 

influence that tells for the truth or against it. I desire to carry with me unmistakable evidences that I am one of 

Christ's disciples. We want something besides Sabbath religion. We need the living principle, and to daily feel 

individual responsibility.  This is shunned by many, and the fruit is carelessness, indifference, a lack of 

watchfulness and spirituality. Where is the spirituality of the church? Where are men and women full of faith and 

the Holy Spirit? My prayer is: Purify Thy church, O God. For months I have enjoyed freedom, and I am 

determined to order my conversation and all my ways aright before the Lord.    

" 'Our enemies may triumph. They may speak bitter words, and their tongue frame slander, deceit, and 

falsehood, yet will we not be moved. We know in whom we have believed. We have not run in vain, neither 

labored in vain. A reckoning day is coming, when all will be judged according to the deeds done in the body. It is 

true the world is dark. Opposition may wax strong. The trifler and the scorner may grow bold in their iniquity. Yet 

for all this we will not be moved, but lean upon the arm of the Mighty One for strength.  

" 'God is sifting His people. He will have a clean and holy church. We cannot read the heart of man. But the 

Lord has provided means to keep the church pure. A corrupt people has arisen who could not live with the people 

of God. They despised reproof, and would not be corrected. They had an opportunity to know that theirs was an 

unrighteous warfare.  They had time to repent of their wrongs; but self was too dear to die. They nourished it, and 

it grew strong, and they separated from the trusting people of God, whom He is purifying unto Himself. We all 

have reason to thank God that a way has been opened to save the church; for the wrath of God must have come 

upon us if these corrupt pretenders had remained with us.   
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" 'Every honest soul that may be deceived by these disaffected ones, will have the true light in regard to them, 

if every angel from heaven has to visit them, to enlighten their minds. We have nothing to fear in this matter. As 

we near the judgment, all will manifest their true character, and it will be made plain to what company they 

belong. The sieve is moving. Let us not say: Stay Thy hand, O God. The church must be purged, and it will be. 

God reigns; let the people praise Him. I have not the most distant thought of sinking down. I mean to be right and 

do right.' " - 1T 99, 100  

 

THE DANGERS OF BECOMING TOO CONSERVATIVE 

"Peter exhorts his brethren to 'grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.' 

Whenever the people of God are growing in grace, they will be constantly obtaining a clearer understanding of 

His word. They will discern new light and beauty in its sacred truths. This has been true in the history of the 

church in all ages, and thus it will continue to the end.  But as real spiritual life declines, it has ever been the 

tendency to cease to advance in the knowledge of the truth. Men rest satisfied with the light already received from 

God's word and discourage any further investigation of the Scriptures. They become conservative and seek to 

avoid discussion.   

"The fact that there is no controversy or agitation among God's people should not be regarded as conclusive 

evidence that they are holding fast to sound doctrine. There is reason to fear that they may not be clearly 

discriminating between truth and error. When no new questions are started by investigation of the Scriptures, 

when no difference of opinion arises which will set men to searching the Bible for themselves to make sure that 

they have the truth, there will be many now, as in ancient times, who will hold to tradition and worship they know 

not what. 

"I have been shown that many who profess to have a knowledge of present truth know not what they believe. 

They do not understand the evidences of their faith. They have no just appreciation of the work for the present 

time. When the time of trial shall come, there are men now preaching to others who will find, upon examining the 

positions they hold, that there are many things for which they can give no satisfactory reason. Until thus tested 

they knew not their great ignorance.  And there are many in the church who take it for granted that they 

understand what they believe; but, until controversy arises, they do not know their own weakness. When 

separated from those of like faith and compelled to stand singly and alone to explain their belief, they will be 

surprised to see how confused are their ideas of what they had accepted as truth. Certain it is that there has been 

among us a departure from the living God and a turning to men, putting human in place of divine wisdom.  

"God will arouse His people; if other means fail, heresies will come in among them, which will sift them, 

separating the chaff from the wheat. The Lord calls upon all who believe His word to awake out of sleep. Precious 

light has come, appropriate for this time. It is Bible truth, showing the perils that are right upon us. This light 

should lead us to a diligent study of the Scriptures and a most critical examination of the positions which we hold. 

God would have all the bearings and positions of truth thoroughly and perseveringly searched, with prayer and 

fasting. Believers are not to rest in suppositions and ill-defined ideas of what constitutes truth. Their faith must be 

firmly founded upon the word of God so that when the testing time shall come and they are brought before 

councils to answer for their faith they may be able to give a reason for the hope that is in them, with meekness and 

fear." - 5T 706-708   

 

SURFACE READERS SHAKEN OUT 

"God's Spirit has illuminated every page of Holy Writ, but there are those upon whom it makes little 

impression, because it is imperfectly understood. When the shaking comes, by the introduction of false theories, 

these surface readers, anchored nowhere, are like shifting sand. They slide into any position to suit the tenor of 

their feelings of bitterness." - TM 112 
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AMID THE DELUGE OF HERESIES THE FAITHFUL HOLD THE WORD UNCORRUPTED 

"Satan holds under his control not a few who pass as friends of the truth, and through them he works against 

its advancement. He employs them to sow tares among the people of God. Thus when danger was not suspected, 

great evils have existed among us.  But while Satan was working with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in 

them that perish, stanch advocates of truth have stemmed the tide of opposition and held the word uncorrupted 

amid a deluge of heresies.  Although the church has at times been weakened through manifold discouragements 

and the rebellious element they have had to meet, still the truth has shone brighter with every conflict. The 

energies of God's people have not been exhausted. The power of His grace has quickened, revived, and ennobled 

the steadfast and the true." - 4T 594   

 

THE APOSTASY OF SOME IS SATAN'S TEMPTATION TO DESTROY OUR FAITH 

"We shall see in the future, as we have seen in the past, all kinds of characters develop. We shall witness the 

apostasy of men in whom we have had confidence, in whom we trusted, who we supposed were as true as steel to 

principle. Something comes to test them, and they are overthrown. If such men fall, some say, Whom can we 

trust? This is a temptation Satan brings to destroy the faith of those who are striving to walk in the narrow road. 

Those who fall have evidently corrupted their way before the Lord. They are beacons of warning, teaching those 

who profess to believe the truth that the word of God alone can reclaim men from guilt, and keep them steadfast 

in the way of holiness." - RH, August 1, 1899 

 

SOME IN RESPONSIBLE POSITIONS BECOME RINGLEADERS IN APOSTASY 

"No superiority of rank, dignity, or worldly wisdom, no position in sacred office, will preserve men from 

sacrificing principle when left to their own deceitful hearts. Those who have been regarded as worthy and 

righteous prove to be ring-leaders in apostasy and examples in indifference and in the abuse of God's mercies. 

Their wicked course He will tolerate no longer, and in His wrath He deals with them without mercy. 

"It is with reluctance that the Lord withdraws His presence from those who have been blessed with great light 

and who have felt the power of the word in ministering to others. They were once His faithful servants, favored 

with His presence and guidance; but they departed from Him and led others into error, and therefore are brought 

under the divine displeasure." - 5T 212 

 

WHOLE FAMILIES WILL BE SHAKEN OUT 

"The conflict is to wax fiercer and fiercer. Satan will take the field and personate Christ. He will misrepresent, 

misapply, and pervert everything he possibly can, to deceive, if possible, the very elect. Even in our day there 

have been and will continue to be entire families who have once rejoiced in the truth, but who will lose faith 

because of calumnies and falsehoods brought to them in regard to those whom they have loved and with whom 

they have had sweet counsel. They opened their hearts to the sowing of tares; the tares sprang up among the 

wheat; they strengthened; the crop of wheat became less and less; and the precious truth lost its power to them. 

For a time a false zeal accompanied their new theories, which hardened their hearts against the advocates of truth 

as did the Jews against Christ." - TM 411 

 

THOSE WHO ARE TRUE TO PRINCIPLE WILL NOT BE SHAKEN 

"I have been shown that the false theories advanced in the past have by no means been given up. As favorable 

opportunities come, they will have a resurrection. Let us not forget that everything is to be shaken that can be 

shaken. The enemy will be successful in overthrowing the faith of some, but those who are true to principle will 

not be shaken. They will stand firm amid trial and temptation." - LS 92,93 - 1915  

 

 

 



7 
 

AMID THE APOSTASY THE CHURCH WILL NOT FALL 

"Satan will work his miracles to deceive; he will set up his power as supreme. The church may appear as 

about to fall, but it does not fall. It remains, while the sinners in Zion will be sifted out--the chaff separated from 

the precious wheat. This is a terrible ordeal, but nevertheless it must take place.  

None but those who have been overcoming by the blood of the Lamb and the word of their testimony will be 

found with the loyal and true, without spot or stain of sin, without guile in their mouths. We must be divested of 

our self-righteousness and arrayed in the righteousness of Christ. 

"The remnant that purify their souls by obeying the truth gather strength from the trying process, exhibiting 

the beauty of holiness amid the surrounding apostasy. All these, He says, 'I have graven ... upon the palms of my 

hands' (Isaiah 49:16). They are held in everlasting, imperishable remembrance." - 2SM 380 

 

ONLY THOSE WHO LIVE BY FAITH WILL BE ABLE TO STAND 

"There is, and will continue to be, agitation all around us; for the kingdoms of the world will not be at rest. 

Never was there a time when the temptation to deny Christ in spirit and in deportment, was stronger, and this 

temptation will increase in power as we near the end. Strong and overpowering temptations will come upon men.  

False doctrines and fables will be presented as Bible truth, for men's acceptance; and if it were possible, they will 

deceive the very elect. But is it a time for our love to grow cold, when iniquity abounds? Is this a time to be at 

ease? Is this the time to separate from God, our Counselor?    

"The end of all things is at hand. The day of God is hastening on apace. The world is full of crime and 

anguish and sorrow. There are calamities by land and by sea. Storm and tempest make it unsafe for us to be 

separated from God for one single moment. Only those who live by faith in this probationary life, will be able to 

stand in the day of test, when everything that can be shaken will be shaken; but they shall dwell in safety and be 

unmoved." - YI, JULY 19, 1894 

 

UNDERMINING THE PLATFORM 

"I saw a company who stood well guarded and firm, giving no countenance to those who would unsettle the 

established faith of the body. God looked upon them with approbation. I was shown three steps-- the first, second, 

and third angels' messages.  Said my accompanying angel, 'Woe to him who shall move a block or stir a pin of 

these messages. The true understanding of these messages is of vital importance. The destiny of souls hangs upon 

the manner in which they are received.' I was again brought down through these messages, and saw how dearly 

the people of God had purchased their experience. It had been obtained through much suffering and severe 

conflict. God had led them along step by step, until He had placed them upon a solid, immovable platform. I saw 

individuals approach the platform and examine the foundation. Some with rejoicing immediately stepped upon it. 

Others commenced to find fault with the foundation. They wished improvements made, and then the platform 

would be more perfect, and the people much happier. Some stepped off the platform to examine it and declared it 

to be laid wrong.  But I saw that nearly all stood firm upon the platform and exhorted those who had stepped off 

to cease their complaints; for God was the Master Builder, and they were fighting against Him. They recounted 

the wonderful work of God, which had led them to the firm platform, and in union raised their eyes to heaven and 

with a loud voice glorified God. This affected some of those who had complained and left the platform, and they 

with humble look again stepped upon it." - EW 258,259  

 

EVERY UNCOUTH THING WILL BE DEMONSTRATED 

"The things you have described as taking place in Indiana, the Lord has shown me would take place just 

before the close of probation. Every uncouth thing will be demonstrated. There will be shouting, with drums, 

music, and dancing. The senses of rational beings will become so confused that they cannot be trusted to make 

right decisions. And this is called the moving of the Holy Spirit.  
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"The Holy Spirit never reveals itself in such methods, in such a bedlam of noise. This is an invention of Satan 

to cover up his ingenious methods for making of none effect the pure, sincere, elevating, ennobling, sanctifying 

truth for this time….No encouragement should be given to this kind of worship….Those things which have been 

in the past will be in the future. Satan will make music a snare by the way in which it is conducted." - 2SM 36-38 

 

 

APOSTASIES BY E. G. WHITE 

 

APOSTASIES 

"I am in great travail of soul for our people. We are living in the perils of the last days. A superficial faith 

results in a superficial experience. There is a repentance that needs to be repented of. All genuine experience in 

religious doctrines will bear the impress of Jehovah. All should see the necessity of understanding the truth for 

themselves individually.  We must understand the doctrines that have been studied out carefully and prayerfully. 

It has been revealed to me that there is among our people a great lack of knowledge in regard to the rise and 

progress of the third angel's message. There is great need to search the book of Daniel and the book of Revelation, 

and learn the texts thoroughly, that we may know what is written.    

"The light given me has been very forcible that many would go out from us, giving heed to seducing spirits 

and doctrines of devils. The Lord desires that every soul who claims to believe the truth shall have an intelligent 

knowledge of what is truth. False prophets will arise, and will deceive many. Everything is to be shaken that can 

be shaken.  Then does it not become everyone to understand the reasons of our faith? In place of having so many 

sermons there should be a more close searching of the Word of God, opening the Scriptures, text by text, and 

searching for the strong evidences that sustain the fundamental doctrines that have brought us where we now are, 

upon the platform of eternal truth." - 1 NL 57 / Undated MS. 148  

 

CHARMED BY SPURIOUS HOLINESS 

"My soul is made very sad to see how quickly some who have had light and truth will accept the deceptions 

of Satan, and be charmed with a spurious holiness. When men turn away from the landmarks the Lord has 

established that we may understand our position as marked out in prophecy, they are going they know not 

whither.   

"I question whether genuine rebellion is ever curable. Study in Patriarchs and Prophets the rebellion of Korah, 

Dathan, and Abiram. This rebellion was extended, including more than two men. It was led by two hundred and 

fifty princes of the congregation, men of renown. Call rebellion by its right name and apostasy by its right name, 

and then consider that the experience of the ancient people of God with all its objectionable features was faithfully 

chronicled to pass into history.  The Scripture declares, 'These things . . . are written for our admonition, upon 

whom the ends of the world are come.' And if men and women who have the knowledge of the truth are so far 

separated from their Great Leader that they will take the great leader of apostasy and name him Christ our 

Righteousness, it is because they have not sunk deep into the mines of the truth. They are not able to distinguish 

the precious ore from the base material." - 1NL 57 / Undated MS. 148  

 

FALSE PROPHETS 

"Read the cautions so abundantly given in the Word of God in regard to false prophets that will come in with 

their heresies, and if possible will deceive the very elect. With these warnings, why is it that the church does not 

distinguish the false from the genuine?  Those who have in any way been thus misled need to humble themselves 

before God, and sincerely repent, because they have so easily been led astray. They have not distinguished the 

voice of the true Shepherd from that of a stranger. Let all such review this chapter of their experience.    
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"For more than half a century God has been giving His people light through the testimonies of His Spirit. 

After all this time is it left for a few men and their wives to undeceive the whole church of believers, declaring 

Mrs. White a fraud and a deceiver? 'By their fruits ye shall know them.'  

"Those who can ignore all the evidences which God has given them, and change that blessing into a curse, 

should tremble for the safety of their own souls. Their candlestick will be removed out of its place unless they 

repent. The Lord has been insulted. The standard of truth, of the first, second, and third angels' messages has been 

left to trail in the dust. If the watchmen are left to mislead the people in this fashion, God will hold some souls 

responsible for a lack of keen discernment to discover what kind of provender was being given to His flock. 

"Apostasies have occurred and the Lord has permitted matters of this nature to develop in the past in order to 

show how easily His people will be misled when they depend upon the words of men instead of searching the 

Scriptures for themselves, as did the noble Bereans, to see if these things are so. And the Lord has permitted 

things of this kind to occur that warnings may be given that such things will take place." - 1NL 57, 58 / Undated 

MS. 148  

 

REBELLION & APOSTASY 

"Rebellion and apostasy are in the very air we breathe. We shall be affected by them unless we by faith hang 

our helpless souls upon Christ. If men are so easily misled now, how will they stand when Satan shall personate 

Christ, and work miracles?  Who will be unmoved by his misrepresentations then--professing to be Christ when it 

is only Satan assuming the person of Christ, and apparently working the works of Christ? What will hold God's 

people from giving their allegiance to false christs? 'Go not after them.'  

"The doctrines must be plainly understood. The men accepted to preach the truth must be anchored; then their 

vessel will hold against storm and tempest, because the anchor holds them firmly. The deceptions will increase, 

and we are to call rebellion by its right name. We are to stand with the whole armor on. In this conflict we do not 

meet men only, but principalities and powers. We wrestle not against flesh and blood. Let Ephesians 6:10-18 be 

read carefully and impressively in our churches." - 1NL 58 / Undated MS. 148  

 

VOICING THE DRAGON'S WORDS 

"Those who apostatize are voicing the words of the dragon. We have to meet the satanic agencies who went to 

make war with the saints. 'The dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her 

seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.' Those who apostatize leave 

the true and faithful people of God, and fraternize with those who represent Barabbas. 'By their fruits ye shall 

know them.'  

"I write this because many in the church are represented to me as seeing men like trees walking. They must 

have another and deeper experience before they discern the snares spread to take them in the net of the deceiver. 

There must be no halfway work done now. The Lord calls for stanch, decided, whole-souled men and women to 

stand in the gap, and make up the hedge. (SISTER WHITE QUOTES ISAIAH 58:12-14) 

"There is a decided testimony to be borne by all our ministers in all our churches. God has permitted 

apostasies to take place in order to show how little dependence can be placed in man. We are always to look to 

God; His word is not Yea and Nay, but Yea and Amen." - 1NL 58, 59 / Undated MS. 148  

 

 

THE SANCTUARY 
 

FALSE THEORIES REGARDING THE SANCTUARY 

"In the future, deception of every kind is to arise, and we want solid ground for our feet. We want solid pillars 

for the building. Not one pin is to be removed from that which the Lord has established.  The enemy will bring in 

false theories, such as the doctrine that there is no sanctuary. This is one of the points on which there will be a 
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departing from the faith. Where shall we find safety unless it be in the truths that the Lord has been giving for the 

last fifty years?" - RH, May 25, 1905   

 

NEW THEORIES WILL BE PRESENTED 

"For more than half a century [i.e., since 1844] the different points of present truth have been questioned and 

opposed. New theories have been advanced as truth, which were not truth, and the Spirit of God revealed their 

error.  As the great pillars of our faith have been presented, the Holy Spirit has borne witness to them, and 

especially is this so regarding the truths of the sanctuary question. Over and over again the Holy Spirit has in a 

marked manner endorsed the preaching of this doctrine. But today, as in the past, some will be led to form new 

theories and to deny the truths upon which the Spirit of God has placed His approval.  

"Any man who seeks to present theories which would lead us from the light that has come to us on the 

ministration in the heavenly sanctuary should not be accepted as a teacher. A true understanding of the sanctuary 

question means much to us as a people… 

"I know from the light that God has given me that there should be a revival of the messages that have been 

given in the past, because men will seek to bring in new theories, and will try to prove that these theories are 

scriptural, whereas they are error, which, if allowed a place, will undermine faith in the truth. We are not to accept 

these suppositions and pass them along as truth. No, no; we must not move from the platform of truth on which 

we have been established.  

"There will always be those who are seeking for something new, and who stretch and strain the Word of God 

to make it support their ideas and theories. Let us, brethren, take the things that God has given us, and which His 

Spirit has taught us is truth, and believe them, leaving alone those theories which His Spirit has not endorsed." - 

UL 199 / Ms 125, July 4, 1907  

 

SATAN'S FANCIFUL THEORIES 

"Satan is striving continually to bring in fanciful suppositions in regard to the sanctuary, degrading the 

wonderful representations of God and the ministry of Christ for our salvation into something that suits the carnal 

mind.  He removes its presiding power from the hearts of believers, and supplies its place with fantastic theories 

invented to make void the truths of the atonement, and destroy our confidence in the doctrines which we have 

held sacred since the third angel's message was first given. Thus he would rob us of our faith in the very message 

that has made us a separate people, and has given character and power to our work." - SpTB7 17  

 

 

THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY 

 

MEN IN RESPONSIBLE POSITIONS WILL ATTACK THE TESTIMONIES 

"The prevailing spirit of our time is that of infidelity and apostasy--a spirit of pretended illumination because 

of a knowledge of the truth, but in reality of the blindest presumption. There is a spirit of opposition to the plain 

word of God and to the testimony of His Spirit. There is a spirit of idolatrous exaltation of mere human reason 

above the revealed wisdom of God.  

"There are men among us in responsible positions who hold that the opinions of a few conceited philosophers, 

so called, are more to be trusted than the truth of the Bible, or the testimonies of the Holy Spirit. Such a faith as 

that of Paul, Peter, or John is considered old-fashioned and insufferable at the present day. It is pronounced 

absurd, mystical, and unworthy of an intelligent mind.  

"God has shown me that these men are Hazaels to prove a scourge to our people… Everywhere the spirit of 

darkness in the garb of religion will confront you." - 5T 79  
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THE VERY LAST DECEPTION OF SATAN 

"Satan is so constantly pressing in the spurious--to lead away from the truth. The very last deception of Satan 

will be to make of none effect the testimony of the Spirit of God. 'Where there is no vision, the people perish' 

(Proverbs 29:18). Satan will work ingeniously, in different ways and through different agencies, to unsettle the 

confidence of God's remnant people in the true testimony." - 1SM 48 / Lt 12, 1890 

 

SATANIC HATRED AGAINST THE TESTIMONIES 

"There will be a hatred kindled against the testimonies which is satanic. The workings of Satan will be to 

unsettle the faith of the churches in them, for this reason: Satan cannot have so clear a track to bring in his 

deceptions and bind up souls in his delusions if the warnings and reproofs and counsels of the Spirit of God are 

heeded." - 1SM 48 / Lt 40, 1890   

 

THE PROTECTIVE BARRIER TORN AWAY 

"The enemy has made his masterly efforts to unsettle the faith of our own people in the Testimonies, and 

when these errors come in they claim to prove all the positions by the Bible, but they misinterpret the Scriptures. 

They make bold assertions, as did Elder Canright, and misapply the prophecies and the Scriptures to prove 

falsehood. And, after men have done their work in weakening the confidence of our churches in the Testimonies, 

they have torn away the barrier, that unbelief in the truth shall become widespread, and there is no voice to be 

lifted up to stay the force of error.   

"This is just as Satan designed it should be, and those who have been preparing the way for the people to pay 

no heed to the warnings and reproofs of the Testimonies of the Spirit of God will see that a tide of errors of all 

kinds will spring into life. They will claim Scripture as their evidence, and deceptions of Satan in every form will 

prevail." - 3SM 83 / Letter 109, 1890 

 

SATAN WORKS TO WEAKEN OUR FAITH IN THE TESTIMONIES 

"Satan's chief work is at the headquarters of our faith. He spares no pains to corrupt men in responsible 

positions and to persuade them to be unfaithful to their several trusts. He insinuates his suspicions and jealousies 

into the minds of those whose business it is to do God's work faithfully.  While God is testing and proving these 

helpers, and fitting them for their posts, Satan is doing his utmost to deceive and allure them, that they may not 

only be destroyed themselves, but may influence others to do wrong and to injure the great work. He seeks by all 

the means in his power to shake the confidence of God's people in the voice of warning and reproof through 

which God designs to purify the church and prosper His cause.  

"It is Satan's plan to weaken the faith of God's people in the Testimonies. Next follows skepticism in regard to 

the vital points of our faith, the pillars of our position, then doubt as to the Holy Scriptures, and then the 

downward march to perdition. When the Testimonies, which were once believed, are doubted and given up, Satan 

knows the deceived ones will not stop at this; and he redoubles his efforts till he launches them into open 

rebellion, which becomes incurable and ends in destruction." - 4T 210, 211   

 

STANDING UNDER SATAN'S BANNER 

"One thing is certain: Those Seventh-day Adventists who take their stand under Satan's banner will first give 

up their faith in the warnings and reproofs contained in the Testimonies of God's Spirit." - 3SM 84 / Letter 156, 

1903 

 

THE REAL AUTHOR OF THE TESTIMONIES 

"The Holy Ghost is the author of the Scriptures and of the Spirit of Prophecy." - 3SM 30 / Letter 92, 1900 
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A LESSER LIGHT 

"Little heed is given to the Bible, and the Lord has given a lesser light to lead men and women to the greater 

light." - RH, Jan. 20, 1903  

 

THEY NEVER CONTRADICT THE BIBLE 

"The Bible must be your counselor. Study it and the testimonies God has given; for they never contradict His 

Word." - 3SM 32 / Letter 106, 1907 

 

 

FALSE PROPHECY 

 

THE HELLISH TORCH OF SATAN 

"Many will stand in our pulpits with the torch of false prophecy in their hands, kindled from the hellish torch 

of Satan." - TM 409, 410 

 

FALSE & FANATICAL MOVEMENTS 

"There will always be false and fanatical movements made by persons in the church who claim to be led of 

God—those who will run before they are sent, and will give day and date for the occurrence of unfulfilled 

prophecy. The enemy is pleased to have them do this, for their successive failures and leading into false lines 

cause confusion and unbelief." - 2SM 84 / Lt 28, 1897   

 

THE ALPHA & OMEGA OF APOSTASY 

 

THE ALPHA & OMEGA 

"Be not deceived; many will depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils. We 

have now before us the alpha of this danger. The omega will be of a most startling nature." - SpTB2 16  

 

THE NEW MOVEMENT 

"I was shown a platform, braced by solid timbers,-- the truths of the Word of God. Some one high in 

responsibility in the medical work was directing this man and that man to loosen the timbers supporting this 

platform.   Then I heard a voice saying, 'Where are the watchmen that ought to be standing on the walls of Zion? 

Are they asleep? This foundation was built by the Masterworker, and will stand storm and tempest. Will they 

permit this man to present doctrines that deny the past experience of the people of God? The time has come to 

take decided action.     

"The enemy of souls has sought to bring in the supposition that a great reformation was to take place among 

Seventh-day Adventists, and that this reformation would consist in giving up the doctrines which stand as the 

pillars of our faith, and engaging in a process of reorganization. Were this reformation to take place, what would 

result?  The principles of truth that God in His wisdom has given to the remnant church, would be discarded. Our 

religion would be changed. The fundamental principles that have sustained the work for the last fifty years would 

be accounted as error. A new organization would be established. Books of a new order would be written. A 

system of intellectual philosophy would be introduced.  The founders of this system would go into the cities, and 

do a wonderful work. The Sabbath, of course, would be lightly regarded, as also the God who created it. Nothing 

would be allowed to stand in the way of the new movement. The leaders would teach that virtue is better than 

vice, but God being removed, they would place their dependence on human power, which, without God, is 

worthless. Their foundation would be built on the sand, and storm and tempest would sweep away the structure." - 

SpTB2 54,55  

 



13 
 

 

2.  THE STRAIGHT TESTIMONY 
 

THE STRAIGHT TESTIMONY 

‣ 2 TIMOTHY 4:1-5 - PREACH THE WORD! 

‣ EPHESIANS 5:25-27 - CLEANSED BY THE WORD 

‣ AMOS 9:8-11 - THE SINNERS DIE BY THE SWORD                                                                     

‣ NOTE: SEE HEBREWS 4:12 - THE SWORD = THE WORD OF GOD 

‣ JEREMIAH 20:7-9 - FIRE IN MY BONES 

‣ EZEKIEL 33 - THE WATCHMAN MUST WARN THE PEOPLE   

‣ NOTE: SEE EZEKIEL 33:7-11 

‣ EZEKIEL 34 - THE WATCHMAN MUST WARN THE PASTORS     

‣ NOTE: SEE EZEKIEL 34:1-6 

THE STRAIGHT TESTIMONY BRINGS ON THE SHAKING 

"I asked the meaning of the shaking I had seen, and was shown that it would be caused by the straight 

testimony called forth by the counsel of the True Witness to the Laodiceans. This will have its effect upon the 

heart of the receiver, and will lead him to exalt the standard and pour forth the straight truth. Some will not bear 

this straight testimony. They will rise up against it, and this will cause a shaking among God's people." - 1T 181 

 

THE CHURCH WILL PREACH THE STRAIGHT TESTIMONY IN SACKCLOTH 

"Until Christ shall appear in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory, men will become perverse in 

spirit and turn from the truth to fables. The church will yet see troublous times. She will prophesy in sackcloth. 

But although she must meet heresies and persecutions, although she must battle with the infidel and the apostate, 

yet by the help of God she is bruising the head of Satan. The Lord will have a people as true as steel, and with 

faith as firm as the granite rock. They are to be His witnesses in the world, His instrumentalities to do a special, a 

glorious work in the day of His preparation." - 4T 594 

 

A STILL MORE POINTED TESTIMONY 

"The forerunner of Christ's first advent was a very plain-spoken man. He rebuked sin, and called things by 

their right names. He laid the ax at the root of the tree. . . 

"In this fearful time, just before Christ is to come the second time, God's faithful preachers will have to bear a 

still more pointed testimony than was borne by John the Baptist. A responsible, important work is before them; 

and those who speak smooth things, God will not acknowledge as His shepherds. A fearful woe is upon them." - 

1T 321 

 

THE CHURCH NEEDS MORE THAN THEORY TO REACH THE HEART 

"By some there is shunning of the living testimony. Cutting truths must not be shunned. It needs something 

besides theory to reach hearts now. It needs the stirring testimony to alarm and arouse; that will stir the enemy's 

subjects, and then honest souls will be led to decide for the truth. There has been and still is with some a 

disposition to have everything move on very smoothly. They see no necessity of straight testimony.    

"Sins exist in the church that God hates, but they are scarcely touched for fear of making enemies. Opposition 

has risen in the church to the plain testimony. Some will not bear it.  They wish smooth things spoken unto them. 

And if the wrongs of individuals are touched, they complain of severity, and sympathize with those in the wrong. 

As Ahab inquired of Elijah, 'Art thou he that troubleth Israel?' they are ready to look with suspicion and doubt 

upon those who bear the plain testimony, and like Ahab overlook the wrong which made it necessary for reproof 

and rebuke. When the church depart from God they despise the plain testimony, and complain of severity and 

harshness. It is a sad evidence of the lukewarm state of the church. 

"Just as long as God has a church, he will have those who will cry aloud and spare not, who will be his 

instruments to reprove selfishness and sins, and will not shun to declare the whole counsel of God, whether men 

will hear or forbear. I saw that individuals would rise up against the plain testimonies. It does not suit their natural 

feelings. They would choose to have smooth things spoken unto them, and have peace cried in their ears. I view 
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the church in a more dangerous condition than they ever have been. Experimental religion is known but by a few. 

The shaking must soon take place to purify the church.  

"Preachers should have no scruples to preach the truth as it is found in God's word. Let the truth cut. I have 

been shown that why ministers have not more success is, they are afraid of hurting feelings, fearful of not being 

courteous, and they lower the standard of truth, and conceal if possible the peculiarity of our faith. I saw that God 

could not make such successful. The truth must be made pointed, and the necessity of a decision urged. And as 

false shepherds are crying, Peace, and are preaching smooth things, the servants of God must cry aloud, and spare 

not, and leave the result with God." - 2SG 283-285   

 

IN DAYS OF DARKNESS & PERIL WHO WILL SPEAK THE WHOLE TRUTH? 

"Amos 9:9, 10, was presented before me. 'For, lo, I will command, and I will sift the house of Israel among all 

nations, like as corn is sifted in a sieve, yet shall not the least grain fall upon the earth. All the sinners of my 

people shall die by the sword, which say, The evil shall not overtake nor prevent us.' 

"God's people will be tested and proved. The plain and pointed testimony must act a prominent part in this 

work. In these days of darkness and peril who is able to stand and speak the whole truth? Multitudes of teachers 

prophesy smooth things. They see no special cause of alarm in the present condition of the professed people of 

God. The people are asleep, and the teachers are asleep. They cry, Peace, peace, and the multitude that hear 

believe their report and are at ease.  This makes the necessity greater for faithful teachers to bear the pointed, 

faithful testimony. The present is a time of scouring and purifying, a time of warfare and trial. The house of Israel 

is being sifted, even as corn is sifted in a sieve. The chaff must be removed, and it will require close work to 

separate the chaff from the kernels of grain. God's discerning eye will detect the smallest particle of chaff, and yet 

he will not cause to fall upon the ground the least kernel of grain." - RH, November 26, 1861 

 

THE CHURCH'S DESTINY HANGS ON THE STRAIGHT TESTIMONY 
"The testimony of the True Witness has not been half heeded. The solemn testimony upon which the destiny 

of the church hangs has been lightly esteemed, if not entirely disregarded. This testimony must work deep 

repentance, and all that truly receive it will obey it and be purified." - 1T 181 

 

MEN OF OPPORTUNITY 

"Satan has laid every measure possible that nothing shall come among us as a people to reprove and rebuke 

us, and exhort us to put away our errors. But there is a people who will bear the ark of God. Some will go out 

from among us who will bear the ark no longer. But these cannot make walls to obstruct the truth; for it will go 

onward and upward to the end.  In the past God has raised up men, and He still has men of opportunity waiting, 

prepared to do His bidding--men who will go through restrictions which are only as walls daubed with 

untempered mortar. When God puts His Spirit upon men, they will work. They will proclaim the word of the 

Lord; they will lift up their voice like a trumpet. The truth will not be diminished or lose its power in their hands. 

They will show the people their transgressions, and the house of Jacob their sins." - TM 411  

 

WHEN CHAMPIONS ARE FEW 

"Now is the time for God's people to show themselves true to principle. When the religion of Christ is most 

held in contempt, when His law is most despised, then should our zeal be the warmest and our courage and 

firmness the most unflinching.  To stand in defense of truth and righteousness when the majority forsake us, to 

fight the battles of the Lord when champions are few--this will be our test. At this time we must gather warmth 

from the coldness of others, courage from their cowardice, and loyalty from their treason." - 5T 136 

 

THE STRAIGHT TESTIMONY MUST LIVE IN THE CHURCH 

"The plain, straight testimony must live in the church, or the curse of God will rest upon His people as surely 

as it did upon ancient Israel because of their sins. God holds His people, as a body, responsible for the sins 

existing in individuals among them. If the leaders of the church neglect to diligently search out the sins which 

bring the displeasure of God upon the body, they become responsible for these sins." - 3T 269 
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A RENEWAL OF THE STRAIGHT TESTIMONY 

"The Lord calls for a renewal of the straight testimony borne in years past. He calls for a renewal of spiritual 

life. The spiritual energies of His people have long been torpid, but there is to be a resurrection from apparent 

death….   

"Perilous times are before us….The enemy is on our track. We must be wide awake, on our guard against 

him. We must put on the whole armor of God. We must follow the directions given through the spirit of prophecy. 

We must love and obey the truth for this time. This will save us from accepting strong delusions. 

God has spoken to us through His word. He has spoken to us through the testimonies to the church and through 

the books that have helped to make plain our present duty and the position that we should now occupy. The 

warnings that have been given, line upon line, precept upon precept, should be heeded. If we disregard them, what 

excuse can we offer?"  - 8T 297,298 

 

THE FEARFUL MESSAGE WILL DO ITS WORK 

"I saw that the testimony to the Laodiceans applied to God's people at the present time, and the reason it has 

not accomplished a greater work, is because of the hardness of their hearts…The heart must be purified from sins 

which have so long shut Jesus out. This fearful message will do its work…It was designed to arouse the people of 

God, to discover to them their backslidings, and lead to zealous repentance, that they might be favored with the 

presence of Jesus, and be fitted for the loud cry of the third angel." - 2SG 223,224 

 

STAND FIRMLY IN FULL VIEW OF THE WORLD 

"No line of truth that has made the Seventh-day Adventist people what they are, is to be weakened. We have 

the old landmarks of truth, experience, and duty, and we are to stand firmly in defense of our principles, in full 

view of the world." - 6T 17   

 

STAND FIRM AND HOLD TO THE PILLARS OF OUR FAITH 

"As a people we are to stand firm on the platform of eternal truth that has withstood test and trial. We are to 

hold to the sure pillars of our faith. The principles of truth that God has revealed to us are our only true 

foundation. They have made us what we are. The lapse of time had not lessened their value." - SpTB2 51 

 

THE WAYMARKS WILL BE PRESERVED 

"Messages of every order and kind have been urged upon Seventh-day Adventists, to take the place of the 

truth which, point by point, has been sought out by prayerful study, and testified to by the miracle-working power 

of the Lord.  But the waymarks which have made us what we are, are to be preserved, and they will be preserved, 

as God has signified through His word and the testimony of His Spirit. He calls upon us to hold firmly, with the 

grip of faith, to the fundamental principles that are based upon unquestionable authority." - SpTB2 59   

 

THERE IS TO BE A REVIVAL OF THE MESSAGES OF THE PAST 

"I know from the light that God has given me that there should be a revival of the messages that have been 

given in the past, because men will seek to bring in new theories, and will try to prove that these theories are 

scriptural, whereas they are error, which, if allowed a place, will undermine faith in the truth. We are not to accept 

these suppositions and pass them along as truth. No, no; we must not move from the platform of truth on which 

we have been established.  

"There will always be those who are seeking for something new, and who stretch and strain the Word of God 

to make it support their ideas and theories. Let us, brethren, take the things that God has given us, and which His 

Spirit has taught us is truth, and believe them, leaving alone those theories which His Spirit has not endorsed." - 

UL 199 / Ms 125, July 4, 1907  

 

 

MEET IT! 
SHALL WE KEEP SILENT? 

"When there are among God's people those who have departed from the path of humble obedience, those who 

have exalted self, those who have united with Satan in accusing and condemning the men appointed of God to be 

ministers of salvation, shall we keep silence for fear of hurting their feelings?  When there are men in the church 

who love riches more than righteousness, and who stand ready to take advantage of their fellow men by unjust 



16 
 

dealings, shall we make no protest? And when men standing in the position of leaders and teachers work under 

the power of spiritualistic ideas and sophistries, shall we keep silent, for fear of injuring their influence, while 

souls are being beguiled?" - SpTB2 9 

 

OPEN REBUKE MAY BE NECESSARY 

"When men stand out in defiance against the counsel of God, they are warring against God. Is it right for 

those connected with such ones to treat them as if they were in perfect harmony with them, making no difference 

between him that serveth God and him that serveth him not?  Though they be ministers or medical missionaries, 

they have dishonored Christ before the forces of the loyal and the disloyal. Open rebuke is necessary, to prevent 

others from being ensnared.  

"To believe that evil must not be condemned because this would condemn those who practise the evil, is to 

act in favor of falsehood. If, after a man has been given many cautions and warnings, to save him from his 

hereditary and cultivated tendencies to wrong, he takes offense, and refuses to accept the message graciously sent 

him from heaven, and puts aside the reproof of the Holy Spirit, his heart and conscience become hardened, and he 

is in great darkness." - SpTB2 9, 10 

 

A GRAVE MISTAKE 

"It should now be clearly understood that we are not really helping those who are determined to do evil, when 

we show them respect, and keep our words of reproof for those with whom the disaffected one is at enmity. A 

grave mistake has been and is being made in this matter.  Shall the servants of Jehovah, into whose heart He puts 

enmity against every evil work, be assailed as not being right when they call evil evil, and good good? Those who 

feel so very peaceable in regard to the works of the men who are spoiling the faith of the people of God, are 

guided by a delusive sentiment. . .When God's people are fully awake to the danger of the hour, and work fully on 

Christ's side, there will be seen a sharp contrast between their course and that of those who are saying, 'Good 

Lord, and good devil,' and we shall see much firmer and more decided work done to counterwork the schemes of 

satanic agencies." - SpTB2 10, 11  

 

TIME TO PROTEST 

"The battle is on… Will the men in our institutions keep silent, allowing insidious fallacies to be promulgated, 

to the ruin of souls? The sentiments of the enemy are being scattered everywhere. Seeds of discord, of unbelief, of 

infidelity, are being sown broadcast. . .Is it not time that we asked ourselves, Shall we allow the adversary to lead 

us to give up the work of proclaiming the truth? Shall we allow him to keep us from being channels through 

which the blessings of the gospel, as a current of life, shall flow to the world? Let every man now arouse, and 

work as he has opportunity. Let him speak words in season and out of season, and look to Christ for 

encouragement and strength in well-doing.   

"The dangers coming upon us are continually increasing. It is high time that we put on the whole armor of 

God, and work earnestly to keep Satan from gaining any further advantage. Angels of God, that excel in strength, 

are waiting for us to call them to our aid, that our faith may not be eclipsed by the fierceness of the conflict. 

Renewed energy is now needed. Vigilant action is called for. Indifference and sloth will result in the loss of 

personal religion and of heaven.   

"At this time the Laodicean message is to be given, to arouse a slumbering church. Let the thought of the 

shortness of time stimulate you to earnest, untiring effort. Remember that Satan has come down with great power, 

to work with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish. . .Have you been doing the Master's 

business in listening to fanciful and spiritualistic interpretations of the Scriptures, interpretations which undermine 

the foundations of our faith, and holding your peace? God says, 'Neither will I be with you any more, unless you 

awake, and vindicate your Redeemer.'   

"My message to you is: No longer consent to listen without protest to the perversion of truth. Unmask the 

pretentious sophistries… Every one is now to stand on his guard… I have been instructed to warn our people; for 

many are in danger of receiving theories and sophistries that undermine the foundation pillars of the faith." - 

SpTB2 12-15 

 

THE MESSAGE IS TO BE MORE POINTED 

"My message will become more and more pointed, as was the message of John the Baptist, even though it 

cost me my life. The people shall not be deceived." - SpTB2 22 
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MEET IT! 

"One night a scene was clearly presented before me. A vessel was upon the waters, in a heavy fog. Suddenly 

the lookout cried, 'Iceberg just ahead!' There, towering high above the ship, was a gigantic iceberg. An 

authoritative voice cried out, 'Meet it!'  There was not a moment’s hesitation. It was a time for instant action. The 

engineer put on full steam, and the man at the wheel steered the ship straight into the iceberg. With a crash she 

struck the ice. There was a fearful shock, and the iceberg broke into many pieces, falling with a noise like thunder 

to the deck. The passengers were violently shaken by the force of the collision, but no lives were lost. The vessel 

was injured, but not beyond repair. She rebounded from the contact, trembling from stem to stern, like a living 

creature. Then she moved forward on her way.    

"Well I knew the meaning of this representation. I had my orders. I had heard the words, like a voice from our 

Captain, 'Meet it!' I knew what my duty was, and that there was not a moment to lose. The time for decided action 

had come. I must without delay obey the command, 'Meet it!' " - SpTB2 55, 56   

 

MEROZ, A CAUTIONARY TALE 

‣ JUDGES 4 - THE CAPTIVITY OF ISRAEL TO JABAN THE KING OF CANAAN / DEBORAH & 

BARAK DELIVERS THEM FROM JABIN & SISERA 

‣ JUDGES 5 - THE SONG OF DEBORAH & BARAK 

‣ JUDGES 5:23 - CURSE YE MEROZ 

 

WHAT HAD MEROZ DONE? 

" 'Curse ye Meroz, said the angel of the Lord, curse ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof; because they came not 

to the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord against the mighty.' What had Meroz done? Nothing.  This was 

their sin." - 2T 284   

 

WHAT IS THE SIN OF MEROZ? 

"What was the sin of Meroz? Doing nothing. It was not because of great crimes that they were condemned, 

but because they did not come up to the help of the Lord." - 2T 427 

 

COME UP TO THE WORK & ACT AS LIVING MEN 

"It is important that all now come up to the work and act as though they were living men, laboring for the 

salvation of souls who are perishing. If all in the church would come up to the help of the Lord, we would see 

such a revival of His work as we have not hitherto witnessed.  God requires this of you and of each member of the 

church. It is not left with you to decide whether it is best for you to obey the call of God. Obedience is required; 

and unless you obey you will stand on worse than neutral ground. Unless you are favored with the blessing of 

God you have His curse. He requires you to be willing and obedient, and says that you shall eat the good of the 

land.  A bitter curse is pronounced on those who come not to the help of the Lord. 'Curse ye Meroz, said the angel 

of the Lord, curse ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof; because they came not to the help of the Lord, to the help of 

the Lord against the mighty.' Satan and his angels are in the field to oppose every advance step that God's people 

take, therefore the help of everyone is required." - 2T 165,166  

 

A LAZY MAN 

"You are very much like Meroz. You are quite diligent when that which you do will bring some advantage to 

yourself, but there is no motive for special diligence unless you are to be benefited. You are decidedly a lazy 

man." - 5T 550 

 

NEGLECTING YOUR DUTY 

"I think your course highly dangerous. You have not felt the necessity of heeding the light which God has 

given you, and arousing yourself to save your family, acquitting yourself as a father and priest of your household. 

You did not deny the light given, you did not rise up against it; but you neglected to carry it out because it was not 

convenient and agreeable to your feelings to do this. Therefore you were like Meroz. You came not up to the help 

of the Lord, although the matter was of so vital consequence as to affect the eternal interests of your children. You 

neglected your duty. In this respect you were a slothful servant." - 2T 626 
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LUKEWARM 

"Many of our people are lukewarm. They occupy the position of Meroz, neither for nor against, neither cold 

nor hot. They hear the words of Christ, but do them not. If they remain in this state, He will reject them with 

abhorrence.  Many of those who have had great light, great opportunities, and every spiritual advantage praise 

Christ and the world with the same breath. They bow themselves before God and mammon. They make merry 

with the children of the world, and yet claim to be blessed with the children of God. They wish to have Christ as 

their Saviour, but will not bear the cross and wear His yoke. May the Lord have mercy upon you; for if you go on 

in this way, nothing but evil can be prophesied concerning you." - 5T 76, 77 

 

INDIFFERENT 

"I am alarmed at the indifference of our churches. Like Meroz, they have failed to come up to the help of the 

Lord. The laymen have been at ease. They have folded their hands, feeling that the responsibility rested upon the 

ministers. But to every man God has appointed his work." – 5T 381 

 

DO-NOTHINGS 

"Let all who believe the truth begin to work. Do the work that lies nearest you; do anything, however humble, 

rather than be, like the men of Meroz, do-nothings." - 8T 246 

 

THOSE IMITATING MEROZ MUST AROUSE 

"The message borne to the people by the faithful servants of God will not be calculated to lull them to carnal 

security. They will have words to speak to stir them to action. We call upon those who are imitating Meroz to 

arouse. Go to work; do something for the salvation of souls, something to advance the cause of God; and do it 

now. You have but little time in which to labor.  The Lord has given to every man his work according to his 

ability. To meet the claims of God, you will have to make personal effort; and in this work you will need the 

resources of an ever-growing Christian experience. Your faith must be strong, your consecration complete, your 

love pure and sincere, your zeal ardent, tireless, your courage unshaken, your patience unwearied, your hopes 

bright. Upon every one, old or young, rests a responsibility in this matter." - RH, January 8, 1884   

 

NEUTRALITY, A GRIEVIOUS CRIME 

"If God abhors one sin above another, of which His people are guilty, it is doing nothing in case of an 

emergency. Indifference and neutrality in a religious crisis is regarded of God as a grievous crime and equal to the 

very worst type of hostility against God." - 3T 280 

 

NO ONE CAN MAINTAIN NEUTRAL GROUND 

"Many have tried neutrality in a crisis, but they have failed in their purpose. No one can maintain a neutral 

ground. Those who endeavor to do this will fulfill Christ's words, 'No man can serve two masters…' (Matt. 6:24). 

Those who begin their Christian life by being half and half, whatever may be their intentions, will at last be found 

enlisted on the enemy's side.  

"Double minded men and women are Satan's best allies. Whatever favorable opinion they may have of 

themselves, they are dissemblers. All who are loyal to God and the truth must stand firmly for the right because it 

is right. To yoke up with those that are unconsecrated and yet be loyal to the truth, is simply impossible." - RH, 

April 19, 1898  

 

MORE HOPE OF AN OPEN ENEMY 

"Christ's followers have no right to stand on the ground of neutrality. There is more hope of an open enemy 

than of one who is neutral." - RH, February 25, 1902 

 

TOO LATE! 

"When a crisis finally comes, as it surely will, and God speaks in behalf of His people, those who have 

sinned, those who have been a cloud of darkness and who have stood directly in the way of God's working for His 

people, may become alarmed at the length they have gone in murmuring and in bringing discouragement upon the 

cause; and, like Achan, becoming terrified, they may acknowledge that they have sinned. But their confessions are 

too late and are not of the right kind to benefit themselves, although they may relieve the cause of God. Such do 

not make their confessions because of a conviction of their true state and a sense of how displeasing their course 
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has been to God. God may give this class another test, another proving, and let them show that they are no better 

prepared to stand free from all rebellion and sin than before their confessions were made.  They are inclined to be 

ever on the side of wrong. And when the call is made for those who will be on the Lord's side to make a decided 

move to vindicate the right, they will manifest their true position. Those who have been nearly all their lives 

controlled by a spirit as foreign to the Spirit of God as was Achan's will be very passive when the time comes for 

decided action on the part of all.  They will not claim to be on either side. The power of Satan has so long held 

them that they seem blinded and have no inclination to stand in defense of right. If they do not take a determined 

course on the wrong side, it is not because they have a clear sense of the right, but because they dare not.  

"God will not be trifled with. It is in the time of conflict that the true colors should be flung to the breeze. It is 

then that the standard-bearers need to be firm and let their true position be known. It is then that the skill of every 

true soldier for the right is tested. Shirkers can never wear the laurels of victory. Those who are true and loyal will 

not conceal the fact, but will put heart and might into the work, and venture their all in the struggle, let the battle 

turn as it will. God is a sin-hating God. And those who encourage the sinner, saying, It is well with thee, God will 

curse.    

"Confessions of sin made at the right time to relieve the people of God will be accepted of Him. But there are 

those among us who will make confessions, as did Achan, too late to save themselves. God may prove them and 

give them another trial, for the sake of evidencing to His people that they will not endure one test, one proving of 

God. They are not in harmony with right. They despise the straight testimony that reaches the heart, and would 

rejoice to see everyone silenced who gives reproof." - 3T 271, 272 

 

 

3. PERSECUTION, TRIALS & AFFLICTION 

 
PERSECUTION 

‣ 1 PETER - WRITTEN FOR THOSE WHO ARE GOING THROUGH TRIALS  

‣ MATTHEW 10:34-36; LUKE 12:51-53 - A MAN'S ENEMY SHALL BE HIS OWN FAMILY 

‣ PSALM 55:12-14 - BETRAYED BY A FRIEND 

‣ MICAH 7:5,6 – DON'T BE NAIVE 

‣ MATTHEW 24:9-14 - THE TRIBULATION OF THE SAINTS 

‣ MARK 13:9-13 - THE TRIBULATION OF THE SAINTS 

‣ LUKE 21:12-19 - THE TRIBULATION OF THE SAINTS 

‣ READ THE HARMONY OF MATTHEW, MARK, & LUKE  

 

Ray's Translation of the Harmony of Matthew, Mark, and Luke 
BUT BEFORE ALL THESE, TAKE HEED TO YOURSELVES: THEY SHALL LAY THEIR HANDS ON 

YOU, AND PERSECUTE YOU, FOR THEY SHALL DELIVER YOU UP TO COUNCILS AND 

SYNAGOGUES; AND IN THE SYNAGOGUES YE SHALL BE BEATEN: AND they shall deliver you up 

INTO PRISONS, AND YE SHALL BE BROUGHT BEFORE RULERS AND KINGS FOR MY NAME'S 

SAKE. AND IT SHALL TURN TO YOU FOR A TESTIMONY AGAINST THEM.  BUT WHEN THEY 

SHALL LEAD YOU, AND DELIVER YOU UP, SETTLE IT THEREFORE IN YOUR HEARTS, NOT TO 

PREMEDITATE and TAKE NO THOUGHT BEFOREHAND WHAT YE SHALL SPEAK or ANSWER: BUT 

WHATSOEVER SHALL BE GIVEN YOU IN THAT HOUR, THAT SPEAK YE: FOR I WILL GIVE YOU A 

MOUTH AND WISDOM, WHICH ALL YOUR ADVERSARIES SHALL NOT BE ABLE TO GAINSAY NOR 

RESIST. FOR IT IS NOT YE THAT SPEAK, BUT THE HOLY GHOST.  AND THEN SHALL MANY BE 

OFFENDED, AND SHALL BETRAY ONE ANOTHER, AND SHALL HATE ONE ANOTHER. AND MANY 

FALSE PROPHETS SHALL RISE, AND SHALL DECEIVE MANY. AND BECAUSE INIQUITY SHALL 

ABOUND, THE LOVE OF MANY SHALL WAX COLD. AND YE SHALL BE BETRAYED BOTH BY 

PARENTS, AND BRETHREN AND KINSFOLKS, AND FRIENDS; For BROTHER SHALL BETRAY THE 

BROTHER TO DEATH, AND THE FATHER THE SON; AND CHILDREN SHALL RISE UP AGAINST 

THIER PARENTS, AND SHALL CAUSE THEM TO BE PUT TO DEATH. THEN SHALL THEY DELIVER 

YOU UP TO BE AFFLICTED, AND SHALL KILL YOU: AND YE SHALL BE HATED OF ALL MEN and 

NATIONS FOR MY NAME'S SAKE. BUT THERE SHALL NOT AN HAIR OF YOUR HEAD PERISH. IN 

YOUR PATIENCE POSSESS YE YOUR SOULS. BUT HE THAT SHALL ENDURE UNTO THE END, THE 
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SAME SHALL BE SAVED. AND THIS GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM SHALL BE PREACHED IN ALL THE 

WORLD FOR A WITNESS UNTO ALL NATIONS; AND THEN SHALL THE END COME. 

 

THE SPIRIT OF KORAH, DATHAN, & ABIRAM 

"The facts relative to Korah and his company, who rebelled against Moses and Aaron, and against Jehovah, 

are recorded for a warning to God's people, especially those who live upon the earth near the close of time. Satan 

has led persons to imitate the example of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, in raising insurrection among the people of 

God.  Those who permit themselves to rise in opposition to the plain testimony, become self-deceived, and have 

really thought that those upon whom God laid the burden of His work were exalted above the people of God, and 

that their counsels and reproofs were uncalled for. They have risen in opposition to the plain testimony which God 

would have them bear in rebuking the wrongs among God's people. . .The straight testimonies borne were in their 

way, and caused them great uneasiness, and they found relief in warring against them, and striving to make 

themselves and others believe that they were untrue. They said the people were all right, but it was reproving 

testimonies which made the trouble. And when the rebellious unfurl their banner, all the disaffected rally around 

the standard, and all the spiritually defective, the lame, the halt, and the blind, unite their influence to scatter and 

sow discord." - CD 428, 429  

 

THE SUPERFICIAL, CONSERVATIVE CLASS MANIFEST BITTER OPPOSITION 

"The work which the church has failed to do in a time of peace and prosperity she will have to do in a terrible 

crisis under most discouraging, forbidding circumstances. The warnings that worldly conformity has silenced or 

withheld must be given under the fiercest opposition from enemies of the faith.  And at that time the superficial, 

conservative class, whose influence has steadily retarded the progress of the work, will renounce the faith and 

take their stand with its avowed enemies, toward whom their sympathies have long been tending.  These apostates 

will then manifest the most bitter enmity, doing all in their power to oppress and malign their former brethren and 

to excite indignation against them. This day is just before us. The members of the church will individually be 

tested and proved. They will be placed in circumstances where they will be forced to bear witness for the truth.  

Many will be called to speak before councils and in courts of justice, perhaps separately and alone. The 

experience which would have helped them in this emergency they have neglected to obtain, and their souls are 

burdened with remorse for wasted opportunities and neglected privileges.  

"My brother, my sister, ponder these things, I beseech you." - 5T 463   

 

THE SHAKING BLOWS AWAY MULTITUDES LIKE DRY LEAVES 

"I was pointed to the providence of God among His people and was shown that every trial made by the 

refining, purifying process upon professed Christians proves some to be dross. The fine gold does not always 

appear. In every religious crisis some fall under temptation.  The shaking of God blows away multitudes like dry 

leaves. Prosperity multiplies a mass of professors. Adversity purges them out of the church. As a class, their 

spirits are not steadfast with God. They go out from us because they are not of us; for when tribulation or 

persecution arises because of the word, many are offended.   

"Let these look back a few months to the time when they were sitting on the cases of others who were in a 

condition similar to that which they now occupy. Let them carefully call to mind the exercise of their minds in 

regard to those tempted ones. Had anyone told them then that notwithstanding their zeal and labor to set others 

right, they would at length be found in a similar position of darkness, they would have said, as did Hazael to the 

prophet: 'Is thy servant a dog, that he should do this great thing?'    

"Self-deception is upon them. During the calm, what firmness they manifest! what courageous sailors they 

make! But when the furious tempests of trial and temptation come, lo! their souls are shipwrecked. Men may have 

excellent gifts, good ability, splendid qualifications; but one defect, one secret sin indulged, will prove to the 

character what the worm-eaten plank does to the ship--utter disaster and ruin!" - 4T 89, 90  

 

CENSURE INSTEAD OF SYMPATHY & HELP 

"Those who have been thrust out to bear a plain, pointed testimony, in the fear of God to reprove wrong, to 

labor with all their energies to build up God's people, and to establish them upon important points of present truth, 

have too often received censure instead of sympathy and help, while those who… have taken a noncommittal 

position, are thought to be devoted, and to have a mild spirit. God does not thus regard them." - 1T 321 
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FORMER BRETHREN BECOME THE  MOST BITTER ENEMIES 

"Conscientious obedience to the word of God will be treated as rebellion. Blinded by Satan, the parent will 

exercise harshness and severity toward the believing child; the master or mistress will oppress the commandment-

keeping servant. Affection will be alienated; children will be disinherited and driven from home. The words of 

Paul will be literally fulfilled: 'All that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.' 2 Timothy 3:12. 

As the defenders of truth refuse to honor the Sunday-sabbath, some of them will be thrust into prison, some will 

be exiled, some will be treated as slaves. To human wisdom all this now seems  impossible; but as the restraining 

Spirit of God shall be withdrawn from men, and they shall be under the control of Satan, who hates the divine 

precepts, there will be strange developments. The heart can be very cruel when God's fear and love are removed.   

"As the storm approaches, a large class who have professed faith in the third angel's message, but have not 

been sanctified through obedience to the truth, abandon their position and join the ranks of the opposition. By 

uniting with the world and partaking of its spirit, they have come to view matters in nearly the same light; and 

when the test is brought, they are prepared to choose the easy, popular side. Men of talent and pleasing address, 

who once rejoiced in the truth, employ their powers to deceive and mislead souls.  They become the most bitter 

enemies of their former brethren. When Sabbathkeepers are brought before the courts to answer for their faith, 

these apostates are the most efficient agents of Satan to misrepresent and accuse them, and by false reports and 

insinuations to stir up the rulers against them.  

"In this time of persecution the faith of the Lord's servants will be tried." - GC 608 

 

PERSECUTION CAUSES SOME TO LEAVE 

"It is always difficult to hold fast the beginning of our confidence firm unto the end, and the difficulty 

increases when there are hidden influences constantly at work to bring in another spirit, a counterworking 

element, on Satan's side of the question.   

"In the absence of the persecution there have drifted into our ranks men who appear sound and their 

Christianity unquestionable, but who, if persecution should arise, would go out from us. In the crisis they would 

see force in specious reasons that have had an influence on their minds. Satan has prepared various snares to meet 

varied minds.    

"When the law of God is made void, the church will be sifted by fiery trials, and a larger proportion than we 

now anticipate will give heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils. Instead of being strengthened when 

brought into strait places, many prove that they are not living branches of the true Vine, they bear no fruit, and the 

husbandman taketh them away." - Ev 360,361 / Letter 3, 1890 

 

FIERY TRIALS WILL PROVE A GREAT PROPORTION TO BE BASE METAL 

"Soon God's people will be tested by fiery trials, and the great proportion of those who now appear to be 

genuine and true will prove to be base metal. Instead of being strengthened and confirmed by opposition, threats, 

and abuse, they will cowardly take the side of the opposers." - RH, January 11, 1887  

 

THE STORM OF PERSECUTION WILL CAUSE A SEPARATION & UNITY 

"As trials thicken around us, both separation and unity will be seen in our ranks. Some who are now ready to 

take up weapons of warfare will in times of real peril make it manifest that they have not built upon the solid 

rock; they will yield to temptation. Those who have had great light and precious privileges, but have not improved 

them, will, under one pretext or another, go out from us. Not having received the love of the truth, they will be 

taken in the delusions of the enemy; they will give heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils, and will depart 

from the faith. But, on the other hand, when the storm of persecution really breaks upon us, the true sheep will 

hear the true Shepherd's voice. Self-denying efforts will be put forth to save the lost, and many who have strayed 

from the fold will come back to follow the great Shepherd.  The people of God will draw together and present to 

the enemy a united front. In view of the common peril, strife for supremacy will cease; there will be no disputing 

as to who shall be accounted greatest. No one of the true believers will say: 'I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I 

of Cephas.' The testimony of one and all will be: 'I cleave unto Christ; I rejoice in Him as my personal Saviour.'    

"Thus will the truth be brought into practical life, and thus will be answered the prayer of Christ, uttered just 

before His humiliation and death: 'That they all may be one' John 17:21. The love of Christ, the love of our 

brethren, will testify to the world that we have been with Jesus and learned of Him. Then will the message of the 

third angel swell to a loud cry, and the whole earth will be lightened with the glory of the Lord." - 6T 400, 401 
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WHY THERE IS NO PERSECUTION 

"The apostle Paul declares that 'all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.' 2 Timothy 

3:12. Why is it, then, that persecution seems in a great degree to slumber? The only reason is that the church has 

conformed to the world's standard and therefore awakens no opposition.  The religion which is current in our day 

is not of the pure and holy character that marked the Christian faith in the days of Christ and His apostles. It is 

only because of the spirit of compromise with sin, because the great truths of the word of God are so indifferently 

regarded, because there is so little vital godliness in the church, that Christianity is apparently so popular with the 

world. Let there be a revival of the faith and power of the early church, and the spirit of persecution will be 

revived, and the fires of persecution will be rekindled." - GC 48  

 

EVERYONE WHO DOES EVIL HATES THE LIGHT 

"Cain hated and killed his brother, not for any wrong that Abel had done, but 'because his own works were 

evil, and his brother's righteous.' 1 John 3:12. So in all ages the wicked have hated those who were better than 

themselves. Abel's life of obedience and unswerving faith was to Cain a perpetual reproof.  'Everyone that doeth 

evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved.' John 3:20. The brighter the 

heavenly light that is reflected from the character of God's faithful servants, the more clearly the sins of the 

ungodly are revealed, and the more determined will be their efforts to destroy those who disturb their peace." - PP 

77 

 

GOD'S PEOPLE SHOULD MEET TRIALS WITH  COURAGE & PATIENCE 

"The spirit of opposition to reproof, that led to the persecution and imprisonment of Jeremiah, exists today. 

Many refuse to heed repeated warnings, preferring rather to listen to false teachers who flatter their vanity and 

overlook their evil-doing.  In the day of trouble such will have no sure refuge, no help from heaven. God's chosen 

servants should meet with courage and patience the trials and sufferings that befall them through reproach, 

neglect, and misrepresentation. They should continue to discharge faithfully the work God has given them to do, 

ever remembering that the prophets of old and the Saviour of mankind and His apostles also endured abuse and 

persecution for the Word's sake." - PK 437 

 

OUR VERY WORST PERSECUTORS 

"Much so-called Christianity passes for genuine, faithful soundness, but it is because those who profess it 

have no persecution to endure for the truth's sake.  When the day comes when the law of God is made void, and 

the church is sifted by the fiery trials that are to try all that live upon the earth, a great proportion of those who are 

supposed to be genuine will give heed to seducing spirits, and will turn traitors and betray sacred trusts. They will 

prove our very worst persecutors." - RH, June 8, 1897 

 

MANY A STAR WILL GO OUT IN DARKNESS 

"The time is not far distant when the test will come to every soul. The observance of the false sabbath will be 

urged upon us. The contest will be between the commandments of God and the commandments of men.  Those 

who have yielded step by step to worldly demands and conformed to worldly customs will then yield to the 

powers that be, rather than subject themselves to derision, insult, threatened imprisonment, and death. At that time 

the gold will be separated from the dross.  True godliness will be clearly distinguished from the appearance and 

tinsel of it. Many a star that we have admired for its brilliance will then go out in darkness. Those who have 

assumed the ornaments of the sanctuary, but are not clothed with Christ's righteousness, will then appear in the 

shame of their own nakedness." - PK 188 

 

THE DARKER THE NIGHT, THE BRIGHTER THE SAINTS SHINE 

"Among earth's inhabitants, scattered in every land, there are those who have not bowed the knee to Baal. 

Like the stars of heaven, which appear only at night, these faithful ones will shine forth when darkness covers the 

earth and gross darkness the people.  In heathen Africa, in the Catholic lands of Europe and of South America, in 

China, in India, in the islands of the sea, and in all the dark corners of the earth, God has in reserve a firmament of 

chosen ones that will yet shine forth amidst the darkness, revealing clearly to an apostate world the transforming 

power of obedience to His law.  Even now they are appearing in every nation, among every tongue and people; 

and in the hour of deepest apostasy, when Satan's supreme effort is made to cause 'all, both small and great, rich 

and poor, free and bond,' to receive, under penalty of death, the sign of allegiance to a false rest day, these faithful 
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ones, 'blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke,' will 'shine as lights in the world.' Revelation 

13:16; Philippians 2:15. The darker the night, the more brilliantly will they shine." - PK 188,189   

 

HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF 

" 'Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted,' Christ continued, 'and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of 

all nations for my name's sake. And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one 

another.' All this the Christians suffered. Fathers and mothers betrayed their children; children betrayed their 

parents; friends delivered their friends to the Sanhedrin…  

"So it will be again. But it is over the seventh-day Sabbath that the battle will be fought. The authorities of 

this world will rise up in their pride and power to make laws to restrict religious liberty. They will assume a right 

that is God's alone, and, like Nebuchadnezzar, will think that they can force the conscience, which only God can 

control. Even now they are making a beginning, and this they will carry forward till they reach a boundary over 

which they can not step. Then God will interpose in behalf of his loyal, commandment-keeping people." - RH, 

December 20, 1898    

 

THOSE WHO APOSTATIZE WILL BETRAY THEIR BRETHREN 

"Whenever persecution takes place, the spectators make decisions either for or against Christ. Because of 

persecution, many will be offended. The principles of the truth cut directly across their practise, and they will 

stumble and fall, apostatizing from the faith they once advocated.  Many who have professed to love the truth will 

then show that they have no vital union with the True Vine. They will be cut away, as branches that bear no fruit, 

and will be bound up with unbelievers, scoffers, and mockers.   

"Those who apostatize in time of trial will bear false witness and betray their brethren, to secure their own 

safety. They will tell where their brethren are concealed, putting the wolves on their track. Christ has warned us of 

this, that we may not be surprised at the cruel, unnatural course pursued by friends and relatives." - RH, December 

20, 1898   

 

FRIENDS WILL PROVE TREACHEROUS 

"We shall find that we must let loose of all hands except the hand of Jesus Christ. Friends will prove 

treacherous, and will betray us. Relatives, deceived by the enemy, will think they do God service in opposing us 

and putting forth the utmost efforts to bring us into hard places, hoping we will deny our faith. But we may trust 

our hand in the hand of Christ amid darkness and peril." - Ms 21, 1889 

 

GOD'S PEOPLE WILL BE REVILED & MISTREATED 

"As we near the close of time, the opposing element will work in the same lines in which it has worked in 

times past. Every soul will be tested. Under persecution it will be made manifest just what banner every 

individual has chosen to stand under. 

". . .The followers of Christ must expect to encounter sneers. They will be reviled; their words and their faith 

will be misrepresented. Coldness and contempt may be harder to endure than martyrdom. With some persons it 

would require more courage to encounter a laugh than to be thrust through with a sword. 

"But we must stand steadfastly for the truth, not returning railing for railing, but contrariwise, blessing. 

Parents will turn harshly against their children who accept unpopular truth. Those who conscientiously serve God 

will be accused of rebellion.  Property that was willed to children or other relatives who believe the present truth 

will be given into other hands. Guardians will rob orphans and widows of their just dues. Those who depart from 

evil will make themselves a prey, through laws enacted to compel the conscience. Men will take to themselves 

property to which they have no right. The words of the apostle will be verified in the near future: 'All that will live 

godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.' " - Lt 30a, 1892 

 

WHEN THE LAW OF GOD IS MADE VOID THE CHURCH WILL BE SIFTED 

"The Word of God plainly declares that His law is to be scorned, trampled upon, by the world; there will be 

an extraordinary prevalence of iniquity. The professed Protestant world will form a confederacy with the man of 

sin, and the church and the world will be in corrupt harmony.   

"Here the great crisis is coming upon the world. The Scriptures teach that popery is to regain its lost 

supremacy, and that the fires of persecution will be rekindled through the time-serving concessions of the so-

called Protestant world. In this time of peril we can stand only as we have the truth and the power of God…. 
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". . .In the absence of persecution, there have drifted into our ranks some who appear sound, and their 

Christianity unquestionable, but who, if persecution should arise, would go out from us. In the crisis, they would 

see force in specious reasoning that has had an influence on their minds. Satan has prepared various snares to 

meet varied minds.  When the law of God is made void the church will be sifted by fiery trials, and a larger 

proportion than we now anticipate, will give heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils. Instead of being 

strengthened when brought into strait places, many prove that they are not living branches of the True Vine; they 

bore no fruit, and the husbandman taketh them away.  

"But when the world makes void the law of God, what will be the effect upon the truly obedient and 

righteous? Will they be carried away by the strong current of evil? Because so many rank themselves under the 

banner of the prince of darkness, will God's commandment-keeping people swerve from their allegiance? Never! 

Not one who is abiding in Christ will fail or fall." - 2SM 367, 368  

 

CONCLUSION 

EW 269-273 / 1T 179-184  

 


