NOTES ON ROMANS 13
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VS.1-7 - One of the most deplorable things upon the earth is the fact that there are
passionate governors and unjust judges. They forget that they are under the authority of the great
Governor, the all-wise God, and that he is above every ruler, prince, governor, or king. Rulers are God's
servants, and they are to serve their time as his apprentices. It is for their good that they faithfully follow
the plain “thus saith the Lord,” keeping the way of the Lord to do justice and judgment. They are to
exercise their powers without partiality and without hypocrisy, refusing to be bought or sold, scorning
all bribes, and standing in moral independence and dignity before God. They are not to connive at one
act of dishonesty or injustice. They are not to do a base, unjust action themselves, nor to sustain others
in acts of oppression. Wise rulers will not permit the people to be oppressed because of the envy and
jealousy of those who disregard the law of God. It was this spirit that ruled the scribes and the
Pharisees in their condemnation and crucifixion of the world's Redeemer. All need to keep eternity in

view, and not to act in such a way that God cannot ratify their judgment in the courts of heaven. - RH
October 1, 1895

VS.1 - “For there is no authority except from God: and the authorities that exist have been appointed by
God.” - Who, then, is to be regarded as the Ruler of the nations?—The Lord God Omnipotent. All

kings, all rulers, all nations, are His, under His rule and government. - Ms119-1903

VS.2 - “Therefore whoever resists lawful authority, resists the ordinance of God: and those that resist shall
bring on themselves condemnation.” - See Acts 4:1-37 (vs.19-20) - “Whether it be right in the sight of God to
hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye.” - The principle for which the disciples stood so fearlessly
when, in answer to the command not to speak any more in the name of Jesus, they declared, “Whether
it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye,” is the same that the
adherents of the gospel struggled to maintain in the days of the Reformation. When in 1529 the
German princes assembled at the Diet of Spires, there was presented the emperor's decree restricting
religious liberty, and prohibiting all further dissemination of the reformed doctrines. It seemed that the
hope of the world was about to be crushed out. Would the princes accept the decree? Should the light
of the gospel be shut out from the multitudes still in darkness? Mighty issues for the world were at stake.
Those who had accepted the reformed faith met together, and their unanimous decision was, “Let us
reject this decree. In matters of conscience the majority has no power.”—Merle d'Aubigne, History of
the Reformation, b. 13, ch. 5.

This principle we in our day are firmly to maintain. The banner of truth and religious liberty

held aloft by the founders of the gospel church and by God's witnesses during the centuries that have
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passed since then, has, in this last conflict, been committed to our hands. The responsibility for this
great gift rests with those whom God has blessed with a knowledge of His word. We are to receive this
word as supreme authority. We are to recognize human government as an ordinance of divine
appointment, and teach obedience to it as a sacred duty, within its legitimate sphere. But when its
claims conflict with the claims of God, we must obey God rather than men. God's word must be
recognized as above all human legislation. A “Thus saith the Lord” is not to be set aside for a “T’hus
saith the church” or a “Thus saith the state.” The crown of Christ is to be lifted above the diadems of
earthly potentates.

We are not required to defy authorities. Our words, whether spoken or written, should be
carefully considered, lest we place ourselves on record as uttering that which would make us appear
antagonistic to law and order. We are not to say or do anything that would unnecessarily close up our
way. We are to go forward in Christ's name, advocating the truths committed to us. If we are forbidden
by men to do this work, then we may say, as did the apostles, “Whether it be right in the sight of God to

hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye. For we cannot but speak the things which we have

seen and heard.” AA 68-69

A CRISIS AWAITS THE PEOPLE OF GOD

A great crisis awaits the people of God. A crisis awaits the world. The most momentous
struggle of all the ages is just before us....are we ready for the issue? (enforcing Sunday) Have we faithfully
discharged the duty which God has committed to us of giving the people warning of the danger before
them?

There are many, even of those engaged in this movement for Sunday enforcement, who are
blinded to the results which will follow this action. They do not see that they are striking directly against
religious liberty....When our nation shall so abjure the principles of its government as to enact a
Sunday law, Protestantism will in this act join hands with popery; it will be nothing else than giving life
to the tyranny which has long been eagerly watching its opportunity to spring again into active
despotism.

The National Reform movement, exercising the power of religious legislation, will, when
fully developed, manifest the same intolerance and oppression that have prevailed in past ages. Human
councils then assumed the prerogatives of Deity, crushing under their despotic power liberty of
conscience; and imprisonment, exile, and death followed for those who opposed their dictates. If
popery or its principles shall again be legislated into power, the fires of persecution will be rekindled
against those who will not sacrifice conscience and the truth in deference to popular errors. This evil is

on the point of realization.



When God has given us light showing the dangers before us, how can we stand clear in His
sight if we neglect to put forth every effort in our power to bring it before the people? Can we be
content to leave them to meet this momentous issue unwarned?

There 1s a prospect before us of a continued struggle, at the risk of imprisonment, loss of
property, and even of life itself, to defend the law of God, which is made void by the laws of men. In
this situation worldly policy will urge an outward compliance with the laws of the land, for the sake of
peace and harmony. And there are some who will even urge such a course from the Scripture: “Let
every soul be subject unto the higher powers.... The powers that be are ordained of God.”

But what has been the course of God's servants in ages past? When the disciples preached
Christ and Him crucified, after His resurrection, the authorities commanded them not to speak any
more nor to teach in the name of Jesus. “But Peter and John answered and said unto them, Whether it
be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye. For we cannot but
speak the things which we have seen and heard.” They continued to preach the good news of salvation
through Christ, and the power of God witnessed to the message. The sick were healed, and thousands
were added to the church. “Then the high priest rose up, and all they that were with him, (which is the
sect of the Sadducees,) and were filled with indignation, and laid their hands on the apostles, and put
them in the common prison.”

But the God of heaven, the mighty Ruler of the universe, took this matter into His own
hands; for men were warring against His work. He showed them plainly that there is a ruler above man,
whose authority must be respected. The Lord sent His angel by night to open the prison doors, and he
brought forth these men whom God had commissioned to do His work. The rulers said, Speak not “at
all nor teach in the name of Jesus;” but the heavenly messenger sent by God said, “Go, stand and speak
in the temple to the people all the words of this life.”

Those who seek to compel men to observe an institution of the papacy, and trample upon
God's authority, are doing a work similar to that of the Jewish leaders in the days of the apostles. When
the laws of earthly rulers are brought into opposition to the laws of the Supreme Ruler of the universe,
then those who are God's loyal subjects will be true to Him.

....While the Protestant world is by her attitude making concessions to Rome, let us arouse to
comprehend the situation and view the contest before us in its true bearings. Let the watchmen now lift
up their voice and give the message which 1s present truth for this time. Let us show the people where
we are in prophetic history and seek to arouse the spirit of true Protestantism, awaking the world to a
sense of the value of the privileges of religious liberty so long enjoyed.

God calls upon us to awake, for the end is near. Every passing hour is one of activity in the
heavenly courts to make ready a people upon the earth to act a part in the great scenes that are soon to
open upon us. These passing moments, that seem of so little value to us, are weighty with eternal

interests. They are molding the destiny of souls for everlasting life or eternal death. The words we utter



today in the ears of the people, the works we are doing, the spirit of the message we are bearing, will be
a savor of life unto life or of death unto death.

My brethren, do you realize that your own salvation, as well as the destiny of other souls,
depends upon the preparation you now make for the trial before us? Have you that intensity of zeal,
that piety and devotion, which will enable you to stand when opposition shall be brought against you?
If God has ever spoken by me, the time will come when you will be brought before councils, and every
position of truth which you hold will be severely criticized. The time that so many are now allowing to
go to waste should be devoted to the charge that God has given us of preparing for the approaching
crisis. - 5T 711-717

WE SHALL BE TREATED AS TRAITORS

By some of our brethren many things have been spoken and written that are interpreted as
expressing antagonism to government and law. It is a mistake thus to lay ourselves open to
misunderstanding. It is not wise to find fault continually with what is done by the rulers of government.
It 1s not our work to attack individuals or institutions. We should exercise great care lest we be
understood as putting ourselves in opposition to the civil authorities. It is true that our warfare is
aggressive, but our weapons are to be those found in a plain “Thus saith the Lord.” Our work is to
prepare a people to stand in the great day of God. We should not be turned aside to lines that will
encourage controversy or arouse antagonism in those not of our faith.

We should not work in a manner that will mark us out as seeming to advocate treason. We
should weed out from our writings and utterances every expression that, taken by itself, could be so
misrepresented as to make it appear antagonistic to law and order. Everything should be carefully
considered, lest we place ourselves on record as encouraging disloyalty to our country and its laws. We
are not required to defy authorities. There will come a time when, because of our advocacy of Bible
truth, we shall be treated as traitors; but let not this time be hastened by unadvised movements that stir
up animosity and strife.

The time will come when unguarded expressions of a denunciatory character, that have been
carelessly spoken or written by our brethren, will be used by our enemies to condemn us. These will not
be used merely to condemn those who made the statements, but will be charged upon the whole body
of Adventists. Our accusers will say that on such and such a day one of our responsible men said thus
and so against the administration of the laws of this government. Many will be astonished to see how
many things have been cherished and remembered that will give point to the arguments of our
adversaries. Many will be surprised to hear their own words strained into a meaning that they did not
intend them to have. Then let our workers be careful to speak guardedly at all times and under all
circumstances. Let all beware lest by reckless expressions they bring on a time of trouble before the

great crisis which is to try men's souls.



The less we make direct charges against authorities and powers, the greater work we shall be
able to accomplish, both in America and in foreign countries. Foreign nations will follow the example of
the United States. Though she leads out, yet the same crisis will come upon our people in all parts of
the world.

It 1s our work to magnify and exalt the law of God. The truth of God's holy word is to be
made manifest. We are to hold up the Scriptures as the rule of life. In all modesty, in the spirit of grace,
and in the love of God we are to point men to the fact that the Lord God is the Creator of the heavens
and the earth, and that the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord.

In the name of the Lord we are to go forward, unfurling His banner, advocating His word.
When the authorities command us not to do this work, when they forbid us to proclaim the
commandments of God and the faith of Jesus, then it will be necessary for us to say as did the apostles:
“Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye. For we
cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.” Acts 4:19, 20. - 6T 394-395

THE DIVINE LAW IS SUPREME

I saw that it is our duty in every case to obey the laws of our land, unless they conflict with
the higher law which God spoke with an audible voice from Sinai, and afterward engraved on stone
with His own finger. “I will put My laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to
them a God, and they shall be to Me a people.” He who has God's law written in the heart will obey
God rather than men, and will sooner disobey all men than deviate in the least from the commandment
of God. God's people, taught by the inspiration of truth, and led by a good conscience to live by every
word of God, will take His law, written in their hearts, as the only authority which they can

acknowledge or consent to obey. The wisdom and authority of the divine law are supreme. - I'T 361

WE ARE TO OBEY GOD, WHATEVER THE CONSEQUENCES

We have men placed over us for rulers, and laws to govern the people. Were it not for these
laws, the condition of the world would be worse than it is now. Some of these laws are good, others are
bad. The bad have been increasing, and we are yet to be brought into strait places. But God will sustain
His people in being firm and living up to the principles of His word. When the laws of men conflict
with the word and law of God, we are to obey the latter, whatever the consequences may be. The law
of our land requiring us to deliver a slave to his master, (7The Fugitive Slave Law of 1850) we are not to
obey; and we must abide the consequences of violating this law. The slave is not the property of any
man. God is his rightful master, and man has no right to take God's workmanship into his hands, and

claim him as his own. - 1'T 201



NOT SWERVING ONE JOT OR TITTLE

We are not to inquire, What is the practice of men? or, What is the custom of the world? We
are not to ask, How shall I act in order to have the approval of men? or, What will the world tolerate?
The question of intense interest to every soul 13, What hath God said? We are to read his word and
obey it, not swerving one jot or tittle from its requirements, but acting irrespective of human traditions
and jurisdiction. - RH October 1, 1895

THE DIET OF SPIRES - 1529

“The principles contained in this celebrated Protest ... constitute the very essence of
Protestantism. Now this Protest opposes two abuses of man in matters of faith: the first is the intrusion
of the civil magistrate, and the second the arbitrary authority of the church. Instead of these abuses,
Protestantism sets the power of conscience above the magistrate, and the authority of the word of God
above the visible church. In the first place, it rejects the civil power in divine things, and says with the
prophets and apostles, “‘We must obey God rather than man.” In presence of the crown of Charles the
Fifth, it uplifts the crown of Jesus Christ. But it goes farther: it lays down the principle that all human
teaching should be subordinate to the oracles of God.”—Ibid., b. 13, ch. 6. The protesters had
moreover affirmed their right to utter freely their convictions of truth. They would not only believe and
obey, but teach what the word of God presents, and they denied the right of priest or magistrate to
interfere. The Protest of Spires was a solemn witness against religious intolerance, and an assertion of
the right of all men to worship God according to the dictates of their own consciences.

The declaration had been made. It was written in the memory of thousands and registered in
the books of heaven, where no effort of man could erase it. All evangelical Germany adopted the
Protest as the expression of its faith. Everywhere men beheld in this declaration the promise of a new
and better era. Said one of the princes to the Protestants of Spires: “May the Almighty, who has given
you grace to confess energetically, freely, and fearlessly, preserve you in that Christian firmness until the
day of eternity.”—1Ibid., b. 13, ch. 6.

Had the Reformation, after attaining a degree of success, consented to temporize to secure
favor with the world, it would have been untrue to God and to itself, and would thus have ensured its
own destruction. The experience of these noble Reformers contains a lesson for all succeeding ages.
Satan's manner of working against God and His word has not changed; he 1s still as much opposed to
the Scriptures being made the guide of life as in the sixteenth century. In our time there is a wide
departure from their doctrines and precepts, and there is need of a return to the great Protestant
principle—the Bible, and the Bible only, as the rule of faith and duty. Satan is still working through
every means which he can control to destroy religious liberty. The anti-christian power which the

protesters of Spires rejected is now with renewed vigor seeking to re-establish its lost supremacy. The
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same unswerving adherence to the word of God manifested at that crisis of the Reformation is the only

hope of reform today. - GC 203-205
ARE WE PREPARED TO STAND FIRM?

None but those who have fortified the mind with the truths of the Bible will stand through
the last great conflict. To every soul will come the searching test: Shall I obey God rather than men?
The decisive hour is even now at hand. Are our feet planted on the rock of God's immutable word? Are
we prepared to stand firm in defense of the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus? - GC
593-594



